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Professional Setting:Professional Setting:

• Founded in 1998
• MoveOn.org is really 

two organizations 
• Has roughly 3 million 

members
• 3rd largest PAC in the 

country.  Raised 
$27,818,829 in 2006

• Average donation 
$43.31 

•Federal Political Action Committee

• Goal is to bring “real Americans into politics 
to fight for a more progressive America and 
elect progressive candidates”

•Nonprofit organization

• Goal is “to reform the media and other 
work aimed at bringing real people back into 
the democratic process by making sure 
legislators hear their voices”



Work SettingWork Setting

• MoveOn.org has no central office

• Staff is spread across country

• Everyone works in a virtual office 

• What time zone are you in?



What does What does MoveOn.orgMoveOn.org Do?Do?

• Lobbies individual politicians and 
parties

• Fundraises for campaigns – political 
and issue based

• Campaigns
• Holds candidate forums
• Operation Democracy 
• Organizes political/member “parties”



How does How does MoveOn.orgMoveOn.org Use the Use the 
Internet?Internet?

• Internal communications
• Communication with 

membership
• Fundraising 
• Calling Campaigns 
• Petitions
• Organizing Events



Projects Worked OnProjects Worked On
• Lobbying Rep. 

John Dingell (D-MI)

• Climate Change 
Town Hall

• Party for the Planet

• "Stand Up in 
September" Vigil



Has the internet changed public Has the internet changed public 
policy advocacy?policy advocacy?

• Maybe, but probably not
• Negative Blocking vs. Positive 

Promotion
• Consistent use of force 
• Interest Group Sources of Power:

– Membership
– Ability to mobilize
– Group Cohesion
– Wealth
– Ability to disrupt economy 



Has the internet changed public Has the internet changed public 
policy advocacy? cont.policy advocacy? cont.

• Albert Hirschman

• Exit vs. Voice



Experiences GainedExperiences Gained

• Working in a virtual office

• Producing under tight deadlines

• Improved computer skills

• Refining stewardship skills



Thank you!Thank you!

Questions?


