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] developments in the

specially with respect

7.8, attorneys; 1 can't

help but recall my days as chief of the Criminial Divi- .

sionin New Jersey. Robert Kennedy was attorney
general, and one particular episode provides per- -

spective on the nature of the relationship befween .

the attorney general and the U.S. attomneys:

Tt was a Friday morning in 1963, and Kennedy .
Y - 4 | won’t interfere.” L

Jersey office. He was talking with the attomeys- -

was in Newark looking over the work in the New

about their cases and making it abundantly clear
that he was well-briefed on the key cases in our of-
fice, When my turn came, Kennedy asked why, inan
extortion case that I was handling, I had subpoe-
naed Jimmy Hoffa, the head.of the Teamsters.
union, to testify on behalf of the government, Iri-
deed, Hoffa was schieduled to appear in court the.
following Monday.

m The attomey general asked 1f I was aware that In

two weels the government’s Jufy fampering case

RES

against Hoffa would be. brought to trialin Nashvﬂle

- Tenn, He stressed that this wasa case of singular
nnportance ’co the government and that he had a j _

. “You try your case the way you _
E thinkbest," Rbbert Kennedy said.:

‘q respect your ]udgment and .

strong interest in seeing the case through o a suc-
cessful prosecution.

Kennedy was concerned that Hoffa’s appearance

in My casé, asa govemment witness no less, could

undermine the government's casé against: Hoﬁ‘a he

emphatically suggested that Irethink my strategy

and consider whether Hoffa was really essential to

mxfcasé. He asked what T would do if T were sub-

i

poenaed by Hoffa o testxfy as to his Veramty in the

gavemment’s trial in Nashville,
““Obviously, I would go,” I answered, “and testify

ftruthfuny »

““fre you telling me not to call Hoffa?" I asked.

“No,” Kennedy said. “You try your case the way
you think best. I respect your judgment and won'f

; mterfere o

On Monday, Hoffa true to hlS word came 1o the

T federal court in Newark to much fanfare, I might
- add, And he testaﬂed

© Acotple of days later, the j jury retumed a gmlty
verdict. I arrived at home shortly thereafter; it was

. quiite early in the morning. The phone rang. It was -

the attorney general calling to congratulate me on
the victory and inviting me and my family to come

_ to Washington, D.C,, o visit with him in his cffice at

the Justice Department

By the way, the government’s case agalnst Hoffa -
concluded some time later — also with a conviction.

Sanford M. Jaffe lives in Maplewood.



