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T
h

e th
ird

 ed
ition

 of
th

is essen
tial p

lan
-

n
in

g resou
rce, in

 p
rin

t
since its first publication
in

 1981, greatly exp
an

d
s

th
e 

n
u

m
b

er 
o

f 
d

efi-
n

ition
s, com

m
en

taries,
an

d
 

illu
stration

s 
over

th
e p

reviou
s ed

ition
s.

T
h

e n
ew

 book con
tain

s
1,955 d

efin
ition

s, or 172 m
ore th

an
 th

e 1993 ed
ition

;
787 com

m
en

taries, or 195 m
ore th

an
 p

reviou
sly; an

d
103 illu

stration
s, an

 in
crease of 27 over th

e 1993
ed

ition
. In

 this latest edition, m
any definitions and

com
m

entaries h
ave been

 revised
. In

 ad
d

ition
 to ch

an
ges

in
 d

esign
 con

cep
ts th

at h
ave occu

rred
 sin

ce th
e origin

al
1981 edition, changes affecting the use of land have
taken place in retailing, industrial developm

ent, religion,
and w

arehousing. M
assive new

 retail establishm
ents,

supersized w
arehouses, m

ega-churches, and m
ixed-use

planned developm
ents, actually m

ini-cities, have ap-
peared on the scene. T

he latest edition attem
pts to

identify and define these and other current uses.
T

h
is n

ew
 ed

ition
 greatly exp

an
d

s th
e com

m
en

-
taries from

 th
e p

reviou
s ed

ition
s. T

h
e au

th
ors h

eard
from

 p
lan

n
ers w

h
o n

oted
 th

at th
e D

evelopm
ent D

efini-
tions book w

as often
 th

e first step
 in

 research
in

g
p

lan
n

in
g p

roblem
s, startin

g w
ith

 th
e d

efin
ition

 an
d

th
en

 m
ovin

g on
 to fin

d
 ou

t h
ow

 th
e d

efin
ition

 w
as

ap
p

lied
 in

 p
ractice. T

h
e com

m
en

taries in
 th

e n
ew

ed
ition

 fu
rth

er refin
e th

e p
ractical ap

p
lication

s, p
oin

t
ou

t p
ossible p

roblem
s, an

d
 p

rovid
e p

ractical w
ays to

avoid
 th

em
.
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T
he original intent of the authors w

as to prepare a book of

definitions that could be used directly, or w
ith only slight

m
odifications, in any zoning, subdivision, or land developm

ent

ordinance. T
his presented certain obvious problem

s, such as

attem
pting to w

rite a single definition that w
ould be appropriate

in various kinds of m
unicipalities in different states. In execution,

how
ever, this objective w

as not as difficult to achieve as it first

appeared. O
ne of the principles that the authors used and believe

should be follow
ed in w

riting any definition is not to include the

standard that is being defined in the definition itself. Indeed, the

standard itself m
ay vary w

ithin the m
unicipality by zoning district.

F
or exam

ple, the definition for height can be constructed in such

a m
anner that it can be applied universally w

hile recognizing that

the m
axim

um
 or m

inim
um

 standard w
ill vary from

 m
unicipality to

m
unicipality and even w

ithin m
unicipalities. B

ut how
 the height

should be m
easured—

from
 w

hat point to w
hat point—

is equally

applicable in N
ew

 York C
ity and E

ast A
lton, Illinois.

C
om

m
entaries and annotations suggest how

 the definition is

designed to be used in developm
ent regulations and offer som

e

discussion pertinent to the definition. A
lthough the com

m
entaries

are used prim
arily as a guide to the reader, the authors suggest

that com
m

entaries can be useful in local ordinances as w
ell. Very

often the background and legislative intent can be included, a

device often used in state legislation but rarely, if ever, in local

codes. A
 brief note could be inserted at the beginning of the

ordinance that the com
m

entaries are descriptive and explanatory

only and are not part of the actual ordinance.

“

 —
 M
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itz and Lindbloom
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O

SKO
W

ITZ, PP, F
A

IC
P, is a planning con-

sultant and a form
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ent from
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U

niversity and an M
.P.A

. from
 N

ew
 Y

ork U
niversity.

M
oskow

itz w
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A
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ew
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Im
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orked as an architect/
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A
n

 exterior w
aste con

tain
er d

esign
ed

 to be m
e-

ch
an

ically lifted
 by an

d
 em

p
tied

 in
to or carted

aw
ay by a collection

 veh
icle.

C
om

m
ent: T

h
e u

n
regu

lated
 p

lacem
en

t an
d

 con
-

trol of trash
 bin

s or con
tain

ers, p
articu

larly in
com

m
ercial an

d
 m

u
ltifam

ily d
evelop

m
en

ts, can
be visu

ally d
etrim

en
tal to th

e u
rban

 en
viron

m
en

t.
Site p

lan
 regu

lation
s sh

ou
ld

 in
clu

d
e stan

d
ard

s for
trash

 bin
 size, p

lacem
en

t, screen
in

g, an
d

 m
ain

te-
n

an
ce. In

 m
u

ltifam
ily d

evelop
m

en
ts, bin

s sh
ou

ld
be h

ou
sed

 in
 fu

lly en
closed

, roofed
 stru

ctu
res th

at
m

atch
 th

e arch
itectu

ral ch
aracter of th

e d
evelop

-
m

en
t. See F

igure 30.
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H
ow

 m
uch lighter is light

industry than heavy
industry? Is there a difference
betw

een an advertising sign and
a business sign? A

re the term
s

floodplain, flood hazard area,
and flood fringe area inter-
changeable? The answ

ers to
these questions depend on how
w

e define our term
s. Like it or

not, all professional fields
develop a language of their ow

n.
These “w

ords of art” have
m

eanings not anticipated by
W

ebster.

The purpose of The Latest
Illustrated Book of D

evelopm
ent

D
efinitions is to define som

e of
the m

ore com
m

on planning,
developm

ent, and environm
ental

term
s.—

 M
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