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ning resource, in print
since its first publication
in 1981, greatly expands
the number of defi-
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nitions, commentaries,
and illustrations over
the previous editions.
The new book contains
1,955 definitions, or 172 more than the 1993 edition;
787 commentaries, or 195 more than previously; and
103 illustrations, an increase of 27 over the 1993
edition. In this latest edition, many definitions and
commentaries have been revised. Inaddition to changes
in design concepts that have occurred since the original
1981 edition, changes affecting the use of land have
taken place inretailing, industrial development, religion,
and warehousing. Massive new retail establishments,
supersized warehouses, mega-churches, and mixed-use
planned developments, actually mini-cities, have ap-
peared on the scene. The latest edition attempts to
identify and define these and other current uses.

This new edition greatly expands the commen-
taries from the previous editions. The authors heard
from planners who noted that the Development Defini-
tions book was often the first step in researching
planning problems, starting with the definition and
then moving on to find out how the definition was
applied in practice. The commentaries in the new
edition further refine the practical applications, point
out possible problems, and provide practical ways to
avoid them.

Paper, 2004 ISBN 0-88285-177-2 496 pp., $49.95

14
\;Nl:m original intent of the authors was to prepare a book of

definitions that could be used directly, or with only slight
modifications, in any zoning, subdivision, or land development
ordinance. This presented certain obvious problems, such as
attempting to write a single definition that would be appropriate
in various kinds of municipalities in different states. In execution,
however; this objective was not as difficult to achieve as it first
appeared. One of the principles that the authors used and believe
should be followed in writing any definition is not to include the
standard that is being defined in the definition itself. Indeed, the
standard itself may vary within the municipality by zoning district.
For example, the definition for height can be constructed in such
a manner that it can be applied universally while recognizing that
the maximum or minimum standard will vary from municipality to
municipality and even within municipalities. But how the height
should be measured—from what point to what point—is equally
applicable in New York City and East Alton, Illinois.
Commentaries and annotations suggest how the definition is
designed to be used in development regulations and offer some
discussion pertinent to the definition. Although the commentaries
are used primarily as a guide to the reader, the authors suggest
that commentaries can be useful in local ordinances as well. Very
often the background and legislative intent can be included, a
device often used in state legislation but rarely, if ever, in local
codes. A brief note could be inserted at the beginning of the
ordinance that the commentaries are descriptive and explanatory
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only and are not part of the actual ordinance.

— Moskowitz and Lindbloom (Preface)
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SAMPLE DEFINITION

DUMPSTER™

An exterior waste container designed to be me-
chanically lifted by and emptied into or carted
away by a collection vehicle.

Comment: The unregulated placement and con-
trol of trash bins or containers, particularly in
commercial and multifamily developments, can
be visually detrimental to the urban environment.

Site plan regulations should include standards for
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trash bin size, placement, screening, and mainte-
nance. In multifamily developments, bins should
be housed in fully enclosed, roofed structures that
match the architectural character of the develop-
ment. See Figure 30.
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FIGURE 30
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is light

pavy

lifference
advertising sign and
a business sign? Are the terms
floodplain, flood hazard area,
and flood fringe area inter-
changeable? The answers to
these questions depend on how
we define our terms. Like it or
not, all professional fields
develop a language of their own.
These “words of art” have
meanings not anticipated by
Webster.

The purpose of The Latest
lllustrated Book of Development
Definitions is to define some of
the more common planning,
development, and environmental
terms.

— Moskowitz and Lindbloom
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