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Public Policy - Decision Making in thc New Millennium 

In~lnlctor: Jarncs J. 1;lorio 
34:8331252:01 
CS13 Room 112 
Mond:~ys 9:SOarn to 12:30pm 
O . ~ c c  Houru 
Uy Appointn~cnt (primarily Monday), Tl)c Bloustein School, Civic S q u a r ~  Room 388, Livingston Ave., Ncw 
Rnrrlswick (732) 932-2199. 

Tcxtboo k 
Politics and I'~1b1ic Policv, Van Horn, Baumcr arid Gonnley, 3rd dition, CQ Press, 2001. Politics ,uld-Wblic Policy "..---- -., 

will bc at lhc KU Bookstore. Other assigncd readings will be availabblc on reserve in thc program oficc on tho 2* 
Floor of Lhc nlouslcin Building. 

C'uursc Overview: 
'r11c tlcvclop~nalt or  public policy, likc everything clse, has cllar~gcd significantly over the courso of h e  last scvcral 
dccrldcs, particularly Juring the last Illrcc dcxades. In lhc 1970s, policy dctisions wcrc h d  on a ptcdcbmined 
gall- clcan air, a befter transporkition system, a reduction in poverty -with policies and pmgtams designcd and 
Iirlld~rl to achicve ~ I ~ O S C  goals. The 1980s represented a financial bnotn pcriod. Our nation emerged frorn a recession 
i~nd wc cntcrcd a prolonged pcriod ofccorlomic growth md spending. In thc 1990s, we expcrict\ced a period of 
dnmalic policy chnngc. Policy decisions were h w d  Icss on ideological goals and mom on fiscal considcmlions. Illc 
inlpact of ihoso d ~ i s i o n s  is now king analy~il. In h e  new ~nillcnnium we havc a republican prcsidcnt with S l ~ p m e  
Court nppoinlnments and a natural disa~tcr to contend with on the federal Icvcl and an acting democmtic governor and 
a dcn~ocl-atic majority in the lcgislatl~re t'nciog a miijor budgct dcficit and guhcmdorial electiorl on the state lcvcl. 
Will illis crcatc thc pcrfect study of p o k y  gridlock? 

'I'his couisc is rlcsi~t~ed to rcvicw the cliangcs in policy lnaking over the last scveral decadcs, using specific issues as 
exanrplcs: the role of lhc media, cnvironment and cncrgy, and hcallh care. There will bc a review of the use of thc 
budget as a policy making cngine at both thc federal and slalu levels. 

Along with thc instructor, slrrdwts will hcar from policy cxpcrrts in these spcciGc arms. Studcnts are enccjura* to 
intcract at evcry opportunity. Thc goal is to hnvc you ktter undcl.st;rnd the interaction of the various actors md issuos 
that nTTw1 illc policy makirlg process. 

Col~rse Wcc~uirenienls: 
'Ihe final gndc Tor the course will be based on the following: 
+ Class I'articipatiorl/Crilical Questions for Spcakcrs - 33% 
+ 'Il~rtx Kcprcscntation P i i ~ r s  - 67% (Mcdia, Envimnmc~l~nerpy, IIcalth Care) 
It is itl~porta~lt fbr cactr mcmber of the class to read t l ~ c  assignnleuts and prlicipate in the discussions of the issues 
during class. Thc representation papers (3) src limited to oo rnorc than 7 typed pijges. 'Ihey should tell the policy 
issuc, flit players (Icgislalurs, media, inlerest poups, public), the intMactions among tllc players, and thc ~ s u l t s  or 
polcnlirtl results. In h e  each oftho apmenbtion pqcm outline thc problrm~ or issuc, dcwelopmeta orthe players ac~d 
their positions, description of the intcrwlions of those players with various dccision-makern, discussion ofthc 
oulcomes of thc proccss and tllcrl an analysis oftlrc outcome. Was this expected or unexpected? flow might have tljc 
outco~nc h c n  difkrcnt ant1 under what circumslances? 'Thc paper should minimize the discussion of the legislative 
hislory ofn particular issue atid conwntrate on ihc analysis of'tlm plicy making pmcss. 


