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762:233 The Urban World  
Spring 2015 
Hardenbergh Hall, Room A4 
Tuesdays, 2:50 PM - 5:50 PM 
 
Instructor: Ryan M. Good, Ph.D. Candidate 
ryan.good@rutgers.edu 
Office hours: Wednesdays, 10:00am – 12:00pm, Civic Square Building, Room 264 
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Course overview and objectives 

This course is an introduction to urban studies, and we will be exploring the processes that shape 
urban space and urban life. In other words, we will be learning to better understand cities: who 
lives in cities, what goes on in cities, why cities look the way they do, and how cities grow and 
change. In this introductory course, we will be covering a broad range of subjects in urban 
studies in order to give you a working knowledge of the relevant questions and to prepare you to 
understand and engage debates about the critical issues facing cities today. 

The course is structured around six units, each focused on a different approach to understanding 
the urban world. We will learn about: 

• What “the urban” is, where cities originated, and how urbanization is changing the world.  

• What it means to live in cities and how cities are shaped by migration. 

• How urban residents identify with and differentiate themselves from others, and how 
those differences translate into inequities of privilege and power. 

• How city governments are structured and how things actually get done in the city. 

• How society shapes cities and how the city shapes people. 

• How markets and employment relate to urban inequality and poverty. 

In this course, we are using the textbook, City Lights: Urban-Suburban Life in the Global 
Society, by E. Barbara Phillips. This book is an excellent resource and provides a wonderfully 
broad introduction to urban studies that draws on multiple disciplines, including: history, 
sociology, anthropology, political science, geography, and economics.  
Weekly readings from City Lights (CL) create the backbone for this course and doing the 
required readings before you come to class will help all of us get the most out of our time 
together. Completing the assigned reading is essential and mandatory in this course and 
evaluation is built around your completion and comprehension of the readings. We will spend a 
significant amount of time in each class engaging the readings as a group, so come prepared with 
your questions, responses, and insights! The goal is to learn this material together. I believe we 
all have much to learn from each other (myself included) and so—while I will do some lecturing 
each week—I will not be reiterating all the material from the readings and your participation 
during class is a critical part of the success of this course.  

We will be reading about cities in the United States and also around the world. I encourage you 
to bring to class examples from cities where you have lived that relate to the week’s readings. 

By the end of the course, you should be able to: 

1) Identify and describe important ideas and theories in urban studies. 
2) Reflect critically on the challenges facing cities today. 

3) Be comfortable talking and writing about the social, political, and economic processes 
shaping urban life and space. 
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Course outline 

Week Date Topic 
1 1/20 Introduction 

Unit I: The Urban Across Time and Space 
2 1/27 Understanding cities 
3 2/3 Urban origins and evolution 

Unit II: Individuality, Connection, and Transition in Urban Life 
4 2/10 The urban social world 
5 2/17 Urban migration 

Unit III: Difference and Inequality in the City 
6 2/24 Urban identities I: Race, ethnicity, and class 
7 3/3 Urban identities II: Social stratification 
8 3/10 Urban behavior and social order 

Unit IV: Urban Politics and Power 
9 3/24 Structures of urban politics and government 
10 3/31 Governance, political machines, and community power 

Unit V: Urban Space and Place 
11 4/7 Urban space I: Ecologies and productions of urban space 
12 4/14 Urban space II: The experience and meaning of place 

Unit VI: The Economy and the City 
13 4/21 Urban economies 
14 4/28 Jobs, joblessness, and poverty in the city 

Course requirements 

Critical reading and reaction blogging (24%) – You are expected to come to class having read 
and critically engaged the readings for the week. To facilitate your preparation and so that I have 
a sense of the questions and responses that the readings have raised, you must submit a “response 
blog” of between 250 and 400 words a minimum of eight times over the course of the semester. 
Blogs are due on Sakai by 10am on the Tuesday when we will discuss those readings in class. 
Each blog is worth 3% of your total grade. This is not very many words and is an excellent way 
to push your comprehension and learning. In each blog entry, you should, at minimum: 

1) Summarize what you see as the three most important take-away lessons from the 
readings. Describe for me each take-away and explain why it is important. 

2) Write a discussion question that pertains to the readings. Your question should be either: 
(a) something you feel prepared to speak to; (b) something you would like to discuss to 
increase your understanding; or (c) something that ties the readings to an issue currently 
in the news. 
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Attendance and participation (11%) – Attendance and active engagement in class, through 
discussion and other activities, is expected of all students. I recognize that different ones of us 
find it easier to participate in different ways and that active listening is just as important as 
talking in any discussion. I will do my best to facilitate a variety of types of engagement in every 
class, however one of the goals of the class is to learn to express our thoughts and ideas about 
urban issues and you will be expected to make a diligent effort to do so. I will provide an 
assessment of your participation halfway through the semester. 

Learning assessments (15%) –There will be three learning assessments over the course of the 
semester. Each of these mini-exams will cover material from two units and are intended to help 
you review and synthesize the material from those units. To prepare for the learning assessments 
you should review key ideas, terms, and people from the readings and your notes. Assessments 
will become available on Sakai on Tuesday after class under the Tests and Quizzes tab. Once you 
start the assessment, you will have 20 minutes to complete it. The assessment will be available 
until Friday at 10:00am. You will not be able to complete the assessment after Friday at 
10:00am. Each assessment is worth 5% of your grade.  

Assessment 1 (Units 1&2) – Opens February 17 at 6pm. Closes February 20 at 10am. 
Assessment 2 (Units 3&4) – Opens March 31 at 6pm. Closes April 3 at 10am. 
Assessment 3 (Units 5&6) – Opens April 28 at 6pm. Closes May 1 at 10am. 

Present on recent article, essay, or blog (5%) – Once during the semester, you will be 
responsible to find a recent article, essay, or blog that pertains to the topic we are covering that 
week. Be prepared to tell us: (1) where you found it (e.g. title of the magazine or website); (2) 
what the article is about, including the author’s main argument; and (3) how it relates to our 
readings for the week. You will have the opportunity to sign up for a week to do this during our 
second class. 

Research paper (45%) – You will write a research paper on a topic of your choosing that 
relates to issues we are covering in this course. In the paper, you will introduce the topic, review 
at least three critical issues that we should know about to understand the topic, and then provide 
your own assessment of why it matters and to whom. To facilitate the development of this 
project, there are three required submissions: 

1) You will begin this project by writing a paper proposal and preliminary annotated 
bibliography, due March 10 by 10:00am on Sakai. This submission represents 10% of 
your class grade. The proposal and annotated bibliography should be at least 600 words 
and include at least 4 sources (at least three from books or peer-reviewed articles). 
Further instructions will be distributed about how to write the proposal and bibliography. 

2) On April 14, we will use the second half of our class to workshop a draft of our papers. 
You should submit a draft of your paper (at least 1,500 words) on Sakai by 10am on 
April 14. Be sure to also bring a hard copy of your draft to class. Submitting this draft 
and participating in the workshop represent 5% of your grade 

3) The final research paper is due is due Tuesday, May 5 by 10:00am on Sakai. The 
paper constitutes 30% of your class grade (thus the proposal, draft, and paper together are 
worth 45%). The body of the paper should be between 2,500 and 3,000 words (approx. 
8–10 pages), and should include at least 8 sources (at least six from books or peer-
reviewed articles). 
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Texts 

Our text for this course is: Phillips, E. B. (2010). City Lights: Urban-Suburban Life in the 
Global Society (3rd ed.). New York, NY: Oxford University Press. 

I may add supplemental required readings as the course progresses, posted on Sakai. 

Policies and expectations 

Office hours 
My office hours for this class are Wednesdays, from 10:00am to noon, in Room 264 in the Civic 
Square Building (The Bloustein School). 

Respect in the classroom 

I will do my best to facilitate a classroom space where all voices and perspectives are respected. I 
expect the same from you. You do not have to agree with other people’s opinions, but you do 
need to practice respectful listening and constructive dialogue. If at any point you feel that you 
have been disrespected or are uncomfortable with something that happened in class, please come 
and talk to me about it. 

Electronics in the classroom 

Personal electronics pervade our lives and we all rely on them to do our work and to make it 
through the day. However, in the classroom, the internet and social media platforms also 
represent a significant source of distraction—for you, for the students around you, and for me. 
Many studies have shown that when we’re multitasking with electronic devices, we are missing 
what’s going on around us. In other words, you will not learn as much in this class if you are 
multitasking. And not only that, but the distraction affects other people’s ability to learn as well. 
And, honestly, it’s disrespectful. So, with that in mind, I ask the following of you, and will 
endeavor to hold myself similarly accountable: 

1) Phones: Please turn your phone off or to silent. Avoid texting or engaging social media 
during class. 

2) Laptops: You can use laptops to refer to notes you have typed. However, please do not 
use them to type notes during class. Studies show that retention and learning from 
handwritten notes is far better than from notes typed during class. It goes without saying, 
but email and web surfing are likewise an impediment to all of our learning. 

Academic integrity 
I take plagiarism, cheating, and other violations of academic integrity extremely seriously. They 
will not be tolerated. If you have any questions, review the Rutgers Policy on Academic Integrity 
for Undergraduate and Graduate Students at http://ctaar.rutgers.edu/integrity/policy.html. Please 
be aware that I will be using the Turnitin feature on Sakai to assist in flagging potential 
violations. 
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Late assignments 
Late reaction blogs will not be graded. Learning assessments cannot be completed once the 
Friday deadline has passed. Late submissions of the paper proposal and paper draft will be 
penalized 10% per day. Short of an emergency, late submissions of the final research paper will 
not be accepted. 

Attendance 

Attendance and participation are centrally important to our learning in this course. With the 
exception of religious holidays, absences will not be excused. Please let me know at the 
beginning of the semester if you will need to miss a class because of a religious holiday. 

Grading scale 

90-100: A; 86-89: B+; 80-85: B; 76-79: C+; 70-75: C; 60-69: D+; 59 or below: F 
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Course schedule 

January 20 Week 1 – Introduction 
  

UNIT I: THE URBAN ACROSS TIME AND SPACE 

January 27 Week 2 – Understanding cities 
What is a city? How do you get to know a city? What lens do you use? 

 Read: 
CL, Chapter 1 – “The Knowing Eye and Ear” (pp. 3-27). 
CL, Chapter 2 – “Thinking About Cities” (pp. 37-65). 
 

February 3 Week 3 – Urban origins and evolution 
Where did cities originate? How are they different around the world? What is 
urbanization and why is it happening? 

 Read: 
CL, Chapter 4 – “From Urban Specks to Global Cities” (pp. 106-143). 
CL, Chapter 5 – “Urbanization and the Urban System” (pp. 188-162). 
 

UNIT II: INDIVIDUALITY, CONNECTION, AND TRANSITION IN URBAN LIFE 
February 10 Week 4 – The urban social world 

What characterizes urban society? What makes it urban? What is urban 
community? How are you connected to others in the city? 

 Read: 
CL, Chapter 6 – “The Ties That Bind” (pp. 166-189). 
CL, Chapter 7 – “Metropolitan Community” [excerpt] (pp. 196-202). 
CL, Chapter 8 – “Making Connections” [excerpt] (pp. 218-226; 251-256). 
 

February 17 Week 5 – Urban migration 

Why do people move? Who is moving and where do they go? 
 Read: 

CL, Chapter 9 – “Movin’ On” (pp. 263-289). 
 Learning assessment #1 (Units 1&2) 

Opens 2/17 at 6pm. Deadline to complete: Fri., 2/20 at 10am. You will have 20 
minutes to complete the assessment once you start. Do not start until you have 
studied! 
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UNIT III: DIFFERENCE AND INEQUALITY IN THE CITY 
February 24 Week 6 – Urban identities I: Race, ethnicity, and class 

Who are your people(s)? How and why do those identities affect your life? How 
do different identities relate or affect each other in the city?  

 Read: 
CL, Chapter 10 – “Identity Crisis” (pp. 300-330). 
 

March 3 Week 7 – Urban identities II: Social stratification 

How and why are some people more privileged or powerful than others? 
 Read: 

CL, Chapter 11 – “Social Ladders” (pp. 342-383). 
 

March 10 Week 8 – Urban behavior and social order 
How do we behave and interact with strangers in public? What shapes 
acceptable behavior in different urban settings? 

 Read: 
CL, Chapter 12 – “Discovering the Rules” (pp. 393-414). 
Due by 10:00am: 
Paper proposal and preliminary annotated bibliography. Submit on Sakai. 
 

March 17 SPRING BREAK. NO CLASS. 
 

UNIT IV: URBAN POLITICS AND POWER 
March 24 Week 9 – Structures of urban politics and government  

How are city governments set up in the U.S.? What is the relationship between 
cities, states, and the federal government? 

 Read: 
CL, Chapter 13 – “The Skeleton of Power” (pp. 424-458). 
 

March 31 Week 10 – Governance, political machines, and community power 

Who really holds power in the city? How do things get done (and for whom)? 
 Read: 

CL, Chapter 14 – “Bosses, Boodlers, and Reformers” (pp. 464-482). 
CL, Chapter 15 – “Getting Things Done” (pp. 487-512). 

 Learning assessment #2 (Units 3&4) 
Opens 3/31 at 6pm. Deadline to complete: Fri., 4/3 at 10am. You will have 20 
minutes to complete the assessment once you start. Do not start until you have 
studied! 
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UNIT V: URBAN SPACE AND PLACE 
April 7 Week 11 – Urban space I: Ecologies and productions of urban space 

Why is the city arranged the way it is? Why do places in the city look different 
from each other? Who lives where (and why)? 

 Read: 
CL, Chapter 16 – “Metropolitan Form and Space” (pp. 519-552). 
 

April 14 Week 12 – Urban space II: The experience and meaning of place 

What does this place mean to you? Why? How do places shape the people who 
live or work there? 

 Read: 
CL, Chapter 17 – “A Sense of Place” (pp. 560-602). 

Due by 10:00am: 
Research paper draft. Submit on Sakai and bring a hard copy to class. The 
second half of class today will be a writing workshop. 
 

UNIT VI: THE ECONOMY AND THE CITY 
April 21 Week 13 – Urban economies 

What is a market and where do they come from? What kinds of economic 
activity take place in the city? What counts as “economic” activity? 

 Read: 
CL, Chapter 18 – “Producing, Consuming, Exchanging, Taxing, and Spending” 
(pp. 615-640). 
 

April 28 Week 14 – Jobs, joblessness, and poverty in the city 
What does it mean to have a job—or to lose your job? For you? For the city? 
Whose responsibility is it when people can’t earn enough to live? 

 Read: 
CL, Chapter 19 – “Blue-collar, White-collar, No-collar, Shirtless” (pp. 645-670) 

 Learning assessment #3 (Units 5&6) 
Opens 4/28 at 6pm. Deadline to complete: Fri., 5/1 at 10am. You will have 20 
minutes to complete the assessment once you start. Do not start until you have 
studied! 
 

May 5 Due by 10:00am: 
Final paper. Submit through the Sakai Assignments tab. 

 

 


