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A pedestrian walks by graffiti on a street in Detroit. Approximately one in three Detroiters lives in 

poverty. Often in America, individuals and families in poverty are treated as though they don’t exist.  

 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

 

This course examines the nature and extent of poverty in the United States, the causes and consequences 

of poverty, and policies and programs to reduce poverty.  

 

COURSE OUTCOMES 

 

By the end of this course, you should be able to answer the following questions: What is poverty? Why 

is poverty so persistent? Why are poverty rates for certain groups so high? Is there a culture of poverty? 

How does poverty relate to inequality and economic mobility? What are the interrelationships among 

poverty, family structure, neighborhoods, education, and the labor market? Is poverty passed on from 

generation to generation? What can public policy do to reduce poverty in America?  

 

EXPECTATIONS & TIME CONSIDERATIONS 

 

Online learning, as you may know, is quite different from classroom learning. It requires a great deal of 

self-discipline and time management. In order to succeed, you should have a realistic understanding of 

what is required of you. These expectations are outlined in the following paragraphs.    

 

Our class “weeks” begin Tuesdays (12 am EST in the morning) and end Mondays (11:59 pm EST at night). 

You will have the flexibility to complete your work at your own pace each week, as long as everything is 

completed and submitted by 11:59 pm each Monday night.  
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You should be prepared to spend approximately 9 hours a week on readings, videos, and assignments for this 

3 credit course. My expectation is that you will spend the same amount of time for this online course that you 

normally would for an on-campus course. In a traditional on-campus course, you would come to class for 3 

hours and then spend an additional 6 hours (at least) outside of class each week on assignments and readings.  

 

To succeed in this course, please be sure to set aside approximately 9 hours each week to complete your 

readings, video viewings, and assignments by the deadline.  For general tips related to academic success, visit 

http://www.academictips.org/ 

 

COMMUNICATION WITH PROFESSOR 

 

Even though this is an online course, it does not mean that you cannot have access to me.  If you have any 

questions or comments about the course, contact me using the following methods: 

 

1. Email (BEST WAY): sam.montgomery@rutgers.edu 

Please feel free to email me at the above email account anytime. I check this email account regularly and will 

respond to all emails within 24 hours during the work week. Please note that I may not be available on 

weekends, but I will respond to weekend email messages by 11 am Monday morning. Also, please do not 

send emails or messages to me through Sakai unless we have a pre-arranged chat session. 

 

2. Chat (by appointment): On Sakai 

You may schedule a chat session with me via email. Email me at least one day in advance and let me 

know your availability. Click on the "Chat Room" button in the left banner on the Sakai site. 

 

3. Phone (by appointment): 908.769.4125 

Additionally, you may arrange a phone call with me via email. Email me at least one day in advance and 

let me know your availability. If you need to call me at the last minute due to an emergency, leave a 

message if no one answers (and email me letting me know you called and left a message). Please speak 

clearly and leave your name, phone number, and a detailed message. 

 

COMMUNICATION WITH CLASSMATES 

 

Feel free to communicate freely with one another. You may interact with your colleagues using the 

“Questions” or “Student Lounge” tools in the “Discussion & Private Messages” section of Sakai. You 

may also use the “Chat Room.”  However, we will reserve the “Discussion” tool/section for graded class 

discussions ONLY. Please DO NOT send each other personal messages or questions in the “Discussion” 

area. 

 

COURSE MATERIALS 

 

There is one required text for this course. You will be required to read approximately one chapter from 

the textbook and one or two supplemental readings each week. These supplementary materials (e.g., 

reports and articles) can be accessed online at the beginning of each week on the course Sakai site. All 

required resources will be uploaded in the weekly modules in the left banner of Sakai. 

   

http://www.academictips.org/
mailto:sam.montgomery@rutgers.edu
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1. Required Text:  

Poverty in America: A Handbook (2
nd

 Edition/2006) 

John Iceland 

University of California Press 

ISBN 0-520-24841-4 

 

Note: You must purchase this text by the end of the second week of class. I will upload the required 

readings from the text on Sakai the first two weeks of class only.  

 

2. Required Supplementary Readings: 

Will be posted to Sakai each week 

 

3. Required Video Viewings: 

Each week, I will select a video (or a series of short clips) to supplement your required readings. Each 

video I select will help you engage more deeply with the week’s subject matter. Although I do not mind 

giving weekly lectures about the various aspects of poverty we will cover in this course, I think you will 

find it much more meaningful and interesting to watch videos that provide firsthand/expert accounts and 

vivid illustrations of the topics at hand.  

 

I will upload or provide a link to each required video in your weekly modules. In total, these videos will 

never last longer than 2 hours each week. You should take notes while watching the videos because you 

will be asked about their central themes and concepts on your tests and you should comment on them on 

each week’s discussion board.  

   

GRADING 

 

I designed this course to accommodate different learning styles by integrating a variety of components, 

including readings, video clips, quizzes, online discussions, and a personalized poverty project. Your 

grade will be determined based on the timely and effective completion of these components. Late 

assignments will be penalized.  

 

Discussion Posts & Responses (35%) 

Quizzes & Assignments (15%) 

Midterm Exam (30%) 

Final Exam (20%) 

 

 

 

            A  (90 – 100%)  

B+  (85 – 89%) 

B    (80 – 84%) 

C+  (75 – 79%) 

C    (70 – 74%) 

D    (60 – 69%) 

F      (0 – 60%) 

1. Discussion Board (35%):  

Participation in weekly discussion forums is critical for maximizing your learning experiences in this 

online course. Take advantage of this opportunity to be a part of an online community of learners who 

collectively interact, through discussion, to enhance and support each other’s learning processes.  

We will use the Sakai-based Discussions tool for weekly discussions. Each week, I will post a 

discussion topic/question by 12:00 am Tuesday morning. You are expected to enter at least one 
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discussion post and one discussion response per week. First, you must first post a comment to the 

discussion board by 11:59 pm every Friday. Then, you must read and respond to at least one other student’s 

posting by 11:59 pm every Monday.  

 

Because discussion posts and responses comprise a large portion of your grade (25%), I will carefully 

evaluate the quality and quantity of your posts in the discussion forum. You will receive a grade each 

week for your contributions to discussions.  I will consider the following characteristics when assessing 

the quality and level of your participation: 

 

 Submit your initial post as early as possible in the week. Submit subsequent responses to the 

posts of other students at timely intervals throughout the duration of the week. Please do not wait 

until the last minute. The goal is to have a dynamic discussion around the topic that lasts 

throughout the entire week. 

 Posts and responses should be thorough and thoughtful. Just posting an "I agree" or "Good ideas" 

will not be considered adequate. Your responses should be substantive and should reference reading 

assignments, videos, or outside resources relative to the weekly topic.  

 Be brief. Keep each post and response to one or two short paragraphs (a minimum word count of 

75 and a maximum count of 150 words). Keep in mind that fellow learners will be reading and 

responding to you, too. However, if your posts do not meet the minimum word count of 75, I will 

not count it toward your grade.  

 Make certain that all posts and responses address the central question, problem, or situation that I 

present for discussion. You may extend the topic, but please do not stray from the topic. 

 Posts and responses should be free of grammatical and structural errors. 

 EXERCISE CIVILITY. You are expected to respect the views, opinions, and experiences of 

your classmates. Everyone is allowed equal opportunity to share his/her views in a non-

threatening, non-insulting manner. 

 

As the instructor, I will facilitate student discussions by providing a discussion topic and intervening if 

the discussion goes off-track.  I will rarely address your posts, but I will read and grade them on a 

regular basis. Please do not attempt to communicate with me in the discussion area. I will address all 

questions and concerns by email, chat, and phone, as detailed above.  

 

2. Quizzes & Assignments (15%):  

You will be required to complete several short, untimed quizzes throughout the semester. They will be 

made available in the “Tests/Quizzes” section of Sakai the first day of the course week (Tuesdays at 12 

am) and will be due by the end of the week (Mondays at 11:59 pm). The questions on these quizzes may 

be multiple choice, fill in the blank, matching, or true/false. I will specify which readings and/or video 

viewings you are expected to complete before you take each quiz.  

 

There will also be several short individual assignments for this course. Assignments will posted on Sakai 

using the “Assignments” tool. You will use the “Assignment” tool to download the assignment 

instructions file and submit your completed assignments by the specified deadline. You are responsible 

for knowing how to use the Assignment tool. Late submissions due to improper usage of the Assignment 

tool will not be accepted. 
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3. Exams (50%): 

There will be two exams during the semester. The midterm will be based on the materials covered in 

Weeks 1 – 8 (Part 1: Views, Measurement & Characteristics of Poverty and Part 2: Causes of Poverty). 

The final will be based on materials covered in weeks 9 – 13 (Part 3: Policies & Programs to Eradicate 

Poverty). The final is NOT comprehensive. The midterm is given more weight because it covers more 

material. The questions on these exams may be essay, multiple choice, fill in the blank, matching, or 

true/false. I will provide you with a study guide of key concepts the week before each exam.  

 

MAKEUP POLICY 

 

In the event of a serious illness or emergency, contact me immediately if you require a time extension. 

Please be advised that you will be required to email me official documentation of your illness or 

emergency to in order receive a time extension for your work.   

 

COMPUTER NEEDS 

 

Access to an up-to-date computer is essential for this course. You need to have a fast processor and 

high-speed internet access, sufficient to view 20-minute and longer video clips without lengthy delays or 

dropped connections. 

 

TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE FOR SAKAI 

 

If you have any technical problems or questions about using Sakai, please use the Sakai “Help” tool at:  

https://sakai.rutgers.edu/portal/help/main.  If you still have questions, please contact the Sakai Help Desk at 

sakai@rutgers.edu or 732.445.8721. The help desk hours are: 

 

 Monday through Thursday 8:00 AM-10:00 PM 

 Friday 8:00 AM-6:00 PM 

 

Limited weekend coverage may also be available.  Leave voicemails or email Sakai if you need 

assistance during the weekend. 

 

SUBMITTING ELECTRONIC FILES 

 

All electronic files for assignments must be submitted in Word format (.doc or .docx). If you do not 

have Microsoft Word, you can download Open Office Writer for free at http://www.openoffice.org/. 

This will allow you to open the instruction files, make changes and save in .doc or .pdf. Please name 

your file in the using the following convention: Assignmentname_Yourlastname.doc.  

 

DISABILITY ACCOMMODATIONS 

 

If accommodations are needed for a disability, you should notify me by the end of the second week of 

class and provide me with a Letter of Accommodation (LOA) describing the accommodations you need. 

You will also need to be registered with the Office of Disability Services 

(http://disabilityservices.rutgers.edu). For more information, contact the Dean of Students Office.  

 

https://sakai.rutgers.edu/portal/help/main
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ACADEMIC INTEGRITY 

 

Academic misconduct includes cheating, plagiarism, and failure to cite sources. If you have any 

questions about citing material, refer to an academic citation and style guide, ask me, another faculty 

member, or a research librarian at one of the University’s libraries. Penalties for misconduct can range 

from failing an assignment/exam or dismissal from the university. Please review the University’s 

Academic Integrity Policy here http://academicintegrity.rutgers.edu/integrity.shtml.    

 

OVERVIEW OF COURSE STRUCTURE 

 

This course is segmented into three parts: (1) Views, measurement, and characteristics of poverty; (2) 

Causes of poverty; and (3) Policies and programs to eradicate poverty. Review the schedule below for an 

overview of our weekly topics.  

 

Again, our class “weeks” are from Tuesdays (starting at 12 am) to Mondays (ending at 11:59 pm). This gives 

you time during both the work week and the weekend to complete your readings and assignments. Your 

discussion posts must be uploaded no later than 11:59 pm each Monday night.  

 

Readings, videos, and assignments for each week will be provided on the course Sakai site. All assignments 

and related material for the new week will become available by 12 am each Tuesday morning. An overview 

of the typical week flow and weekly topics are provided below: 

 

Weekly Work Flow: 

 

Tuesdays at 12 am (in the morning) 

 Week opens 

 Readings, videos, discussion topics, and other material (potentially a quiz or assignment) posted 

on Sakai. Begin readings and video viewings. 

  

Fridays at 11:59 pm (at night) 

 Deadline for posting your first comment to the discussion board 

o Note: You have four full days to get through most of your readings and videos before making 

a post that is informed by the assigned material for the week 

 

Mondays at 11:59 pm (at night) 

 Week closes 

 Deadline for reading class posts and posting a response to at least one of your classmates’ posts 

o Note: You have three full days to post a response 

 Deadline for completing and submitting any quizzes and assignments (if required for the week)    
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COURSE SCHEDULE 

 

PART I: VIEWS, MEASUREMENT & CHARACTERISTICS OF POVERTY 

 

WEEK 1: January 22 – 28   

Introductions & Course Overview 

Understanding the Economic Foundations of Poverty: A Global Perspective 

 

WEEK 2: January 29 – February 4 

Historical Views of Poverty in the US 

 

WEEK 3: February 5 – 11  

Measuring Poverty 

 

WEEK 4: February 12 – 18  

Characteristics of the Poor  

 

PART II: CAUSES OF POVERTY 

 

WEEK 5: February 19 – 25  

Overview of Causes 

Global Economic Processes 

 

WEEK 6: February 26 – March 4  

Rising Inequality: The Working Poor & Super Rich 

 

WEEK 7: March 5 – 11 

Spatial Mismatch & Financial Services Mismatch 

 

WEEK 8: March 12 – 18  

Labor Market Discrimination 

 

SPRING BREAK: March 19 – 25 

  

COMPLETE MIDTERM EXAM: by Monday, April 1 at 11:59 pm EST 

 

PART III: POLICIES & PROGRAMS TO ERADICATE POVERTY 

 

WEEK 9: April 2 – 8   

Federal Policies to Reduce Poverty 

 

WEEK 10: April 9 – 15 
 

Community Development & Asset Building  

 

WEEK 11: April 16 – 22   

Family Size and Structure & Policies that Strengthen Families 
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WEEK 12: April 23 – 29  

Education Reform & Workforce Development 

 

WEEK 13: April 30 – May 6  

Conclusion: The Persistence of Poverty in the US 

 

COMPLETE FINAL EXAM: by Friday, May 10 at 11:59 pm EST 

 

 

 

USEFUL WEBSITES 

 

Administration for Children and Families: http://www.acf.hhs.gov/  

Brookings Institute: http://www.brookings.edu  

Census Bureau: http://www.census.gov  

Center on Budget and Policy Priorities: http://www.cbpp.org  

Center for Law and Social Policy: http://www.clasp.org  

Center on Poverty, Work & Opportunity: http://www.law.unc.edu/centers/poverty/default.aspx 

Children’s Defense Fund: http://www.childrensdefense.org  

Economic Policy Institute: http://www.epi.org/ 

Heritage Foundation: http://www.heritage.org  

Institute for Research on Poverty: http://www.ssc.wisc.edu/irp  

Manpower Demonstration Research Corporation: http://www.mdrc.org  

Michigan Program on Poverty & Social Welfare: http://www.ssw.umich.edu/poverty/pubs.html  

National Poverty Center: http://www.npc.umich.edu  

Urban Institute: http://www.urban.org  

Welfare Information Network: http://www.welfareinfo.org  

National Center for Law and Economic Justice: http://www.nclej.org/ 


