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EPIDEMIOLOGY  

Fall, 2011: 10:832:335:05 F11 
        Instructor:  tefera gezmu 

Class Meetings: Mondays 6:10-9:00pm, HH-A4 (Hardenbergh Hall) 

Office Hours: Mondays 5-6:00 pm (Outside the classroom) or by appointment 

(732) 932-5475 E-mail or text before calling please 

E-Mail Address: gezmu@rci.rutgers.edu or tefera@live.com 

REQUIRED COURSE MATERIALS 

 

1. Epidemiology for Public Health Practice, Fourth Edition 

Robert H. Friis, PhD, Professor, Chair, Department of Health Science - 

California State University, Long Beach  

  ISBN-13: 9780763751616 

ISBN-10: 0763751618 

http://www.jbpub.com/catalog/9780763751616/ 

 
 

 

           The textbook is available for purchase from New Jersey Books (108 Somerset Street). 
 

 

 

2. Calculator. 
 

  

mailto:gezmu@rci.rutgers.edu
mailto:tefera@live.com
http://www.jbpub.com/catalog/9780763751616/
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CLASS RULES  

ALL STUDENTS MUST FOLLOW! Need exemptions? Please talk to me in advance. 

 
1. NO PHONES IN THE CLASS ROOM: You must turn off your phone when you 

come to class. No phones on your desk; they must be put away in your bags (pockets). 

Student whose phone rings during class or found texting in class will have to leave that 

class and will not be allowed in till the next class period. SO NO PHONES PLEASE! 

2. NO COMPUTERS: Lectures are posted in advance on sakai, you can print and bring 

them to class; taking notes (i.e. typing) during lecture is not allowed so do not bring your 

computers if you do please do not turn them on.                                                 

3. If you miss class and have no document for your absence, you will forfeit that days 

grade for assignments and/or quizzes; the one exception to make assignments 

and/or quizzes will only be given for those with a legitimate document for their 

absence. 

HANDOUTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

I will post important announcements and assignments on the course web site on Sakai. It is 

important that you check the web site regularly to ensure that you don’t miss important updates 

or supplementary class material. These additional materials will help you follow and 

understand the major points of each lecture. 

 
I. REQUIREMENTS AND EVALUATION(% of Class Grade) 

 

1. Reading and Participation (5%) and Checking out the media (5%). In order to be 

prepared to participate in class discussions, students are required to complete the reading 

assignments before attending class. 

2. Chapter Study Questions and Exercises. A portion of the homework will be selected 

from the study questions and exercises at the end of each chapter. (10%) 

3. Quizzes. Four quizzes will be given during the course. The purpose of these quizzes is 

to encourage students to read the textbook before class. (20%) 

4. Examinations:  
a. Midterm exam will cover Lectures: 1-7. (20%) 

b. Final exam will cover Lectures: All. (30%) 

5. Project: Students will work in small groups to develop a brief PowerPoint presentation 

on a disease or health outcome. The report should stress the application of descriptive 

epidemiologic variables (e.g., from the categories of person, place, and time) to the 

selected health outcome. (10%) 
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TENTATIVE SCHEDULE (Fall 2011)  

 
Meeting 

Date 

Topics of Discussion Homework and Readings 

Thursday 

Sept. 8th 

Introduction 

Course Overview & Objectives 

Lecture 1: History, Philosophy, and Uses of 

Epidemiology 

------ 

Monday  

Sept. 12th 

Lecture 2: Practical Application of 

Epidemiology and Outcome Measures 

  Complete Assignment 1, 

            Text: Read Chapter 1 & 2   

Monday  

Sept. 19th 

Lecture 3:Concepts of Disease; Showing Cause Complete Assignment 2,  

Text: Read Chapter 2- 4 

Monday  

Sept. 26th 

Lecture 4: Sources of Data for Use in 

Epidemiology 

Complete Assignment 3, 

Quiz 1 

Monday  

Oct. 3rd 

          Lecture 5: Descriptive Epidemiology:  

          Patterns of  Disease—Person, Place, Time 

Complete Assignment 4 

Text: Read Chapter 5-6    

Monday  

Oct. 10 

           Lecture 6: Direct and Indirect 

Standardizations 

Complete Assignment 5 

Monday  

Oct. 17th 

Lecture 7: Analytic Epidemiology: Types of 

Study Designs: Ecologic, Cross-Sectional, Case-

Control 

Review for the Midterm 

Quiz 2  

 

Monday  

Oct. 24th 

 

                         Midterm Exam: Chapters 1-7  

 

Monday  

Oct. 31st 

Lecture 8: Analytic Epidemiology: Types of 

Study Designs: Cohort Study and 2x2 tables 

 Complete Assignment 6 

Text: Read Chapter 7-8    

Monday  

Nov. 7th 

Lecture 8a: Experimental Study 

(Interventional Study) Designs 

  Complete Assignment 7 

Monday  

Nov. 14th 

          Lecture 9: Bias and Confounding            Quiz 3 

Monday  

Nov. 21st 

          Lecture 10: Infectious Disease Epidemiology  

 

Complete Assignment 8 

Monday  

Nov. 28th 

          Lecture 11: Screening for Disease in the   

          Community Discussion about project  

           presentation and papers  

 

Text: Read Chapter 11-12     

 

Monday  

Dec. 5th 

   Lecture 12: Epidemiology and the Environment Quiz 4 

Monday  

Dec. 12th 

          Presentation and papers 

   Review for the Final 

 

Final Exam: All Chapters  

                                                                            Monday Dec. 19th 
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ATTENDANCE POLICY: 

Students are expected to attend all classes; if you expect to miss one or two classes, please use 

the University absence reporting website https://sims.rutgers.edu/ssra/ to indicate 

the date and reason for your absence.  An email is automatically sent to me.    

 Please note:  My policy for missed classes, quizzes or exams is that you are under no 

obligation to attend classes, however if you happen to miss a quiz or an exam on the day that 

you were absent, I will ONLY allow the work to be made-up under the following two 

conditions : 

1) You must have used the link provided above and I have a record for your absence, and 

2) You provide me with a written note from a doctor if sickness was the reason or the 

relevant authority that can verify the reason for your absence. 

If these two conditions are not fulfilled, there will be NO make-up quiz or exam given to a 

student who missed classes.  

 

A NOTE TO STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES/ MEDICAL CONDITIONS 

If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, if you have emergency 

medical information to share with me, or if you need special arrangements in case the building must be 

evacuated, please see me during my office hours as soon as possible. 

CLASSROOM ATMOSPHERE 

 
Rutgers University encourages the free exchange of ideas in a safe, supportive, and productive classroom 

environment. To facilitate such an environment, students and faculty must act with mutual respect and 

common courtesy. Thus, behavior that distracts students and faculty is not acceptable. Such behavior 

includes cell phone use, surfing the internet, checking email, text messaging, listening to music, 

reading newspapers, leaving and returning, leaving early without permission, discourteous remarks, 

and other behaviors specified by individual instructors. Courteous and lawful expression of disagreement 

with the ideas of the instructor or fellow students is, of course, permitted. 

 

If a student engages in disruptive behavior, the instructor, following the University Code of Student 

Conduct, may direct student to leave class for the remainder of the class period. Other consequences in 

have been aforementioned, if you were found to violate any of these rules. Serious verbal assaults, 

harassment, or defamation of the instructor or other students can lead to university disciplinary 

proceedings. Please refer to The University Code of Student Conduct at 

http://www.rci.rutgers.edu/~polcomp/judaff/ucsc.shtml. 

 

EXAMINATION RULES 
 
1. You cannot enter the exam 20 minutes or more after the exam has begun. 

2. Exams will consist of multiple choice type questions. Be sure you bring a #2 pencils and eraser to the 

exams. 

3. Only calculators, pencils, pens, erasers, pencil sharpeners, a watch, and your Rutgers ID card should 

be on your desk. You are best off not bringing anything else to the exam. If you do, put it in a bag under 

your seat. 

https://sims.rutgers.edu/ssra/
http://www.rci.rutgers.edu/~polcomp/judaff/ucsc.shtml
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UNIVERSITY POLICY ON ACADEMIC INTEGRITY 

 

Students in this class are expected to uphold the highest standards of academic integrity. I will 

not tolerate cheating of any kind in my courses, and I will report the incident directly to the 

appropriate college officer if I believe the university’s policy on academic integrity has been 

violated. Cheating, plagiarism in written work, receiving and providing unauthorized assistance 

and sabotaging the work of others is among the behaviors that constitute violations of the Policy 

on Academic Integrity. You are expected to be familiar with this policy. If you have questions 

about specific assignments, be sure to check with me. For more details, please see the following 

website: http://teachx.rutgers.edu/integrity/policy.html. 

 

http://teachx.rutgers.edu/integrity/policy.html

