
Epidemiology 

10:832:335:03 
M 6:40 to 9:30, TIL 105 

  

  

Instructor:                   Tefera Gezmu, MPH PhD* 
732-979-8859 
gezmu@rci.rutgers.edu 
  

 

 

Office Hours:                Mondays 5:30-6:30 pm outside of the class room in Tillett Hall 

                                                Or by appointment (in Bloustein Building Room 551) 

  

 
Course objectives: 
  
This course covers the principles and methods of epidemiology, the study of the distribution and determinants 

(causes) of disease and injury in human populations. Upon completion of the course, students will be able to: 
  

 Identify types and sources of data for investigating public health issues 
 Describe the types of epidemiological study designs along with their strengths and weaknesses 
 List the steps in the investigation of an infectious disease outbreak 
 Critically read and evaluate the results of studies in public health journals 

  
Textbook:  
 
Epidemiology 101 by Robert H. Friis.   
Jones and Bartlett, 2010 (available at the bookstore) 
  
Course Materials on Sakai: 
  

 A calendar of class lecture topics, homework assignments and examination dates 
 Chapter Tests, Midterm and Final Examination (under the Tests & Quizzes tab) 
 Resources 

o        Assignments and Answers (Resources tab) 
o        Additional readings 
o        Webcasts and Webliography 

  
Grading Policy: 
  

There are NO extra credit opportunities for this class.  Instead there are multiple ways to 

maximize your performance.  Grading is based on attendance, the timely and correct submission 

of assignments, as well as grades attained on Chapter Tests and two examinations.  Late 

http://donas@rci.rutgers.edu/


assignments and chapter tests will be given up to 1/2 credit if completed within one week only. 

 No credit is give after that time.  

Assignments                  20% 

Chapter Tests                20% 

Midterm                           20% 

Final Exam                     25% 

Attendance                     10%  

Media-Presentation        5%              

  

If you attend class and keep up with the assignments and chapter tests, you will have achieved 

55% of your final grade.  The chapter tests and examinations are open book/open notes, however 

they are timed and you will not do well if you do not do the readings in advance and prepare by 

studying.  Chapter tests are one hour; the midterm and final examinations are three hours and 

involve calculations.  

  
Final Grades: 
  
93 or higher    A 
88-92             B+ 
83-87             B 
78-82             C+ 
73-77             C 
63-72             D 
  
Guidelines for Assignments: 
  
1. Assignments without names will be given a grade of 0. 

  
2.  Assignments that are more than one page must have the pages paper clipped or stapled together. Do not fold the 

edges over in lieu of a paper clip or staple, as we will not accept these. Assignments that are not clipped or stapled 

appropriately will be given a grade of 0. 
  
3.  Assignments that involve calculations should be completed in pencil. To receive full credit, you must show the 

formula and calculations, not just the answers.  
   

 Full Credit is given for assignments that are complete, correct, and submitted on time (“on time” means 

the assignment is turned in before or during the class period when it is due). We will not accept faxed or e-

mailed homework assignments. 

 Half Credit will be given for homework that is complete, correct, and submitted within one week of the 

due date (including that which is turned to our office on the due date but received after the class period has 

begun).  

 No Credit will be given for homework that does not comply with the assignment guidelines or which is 

submitted more than 7 days after the due date.   

  
 

 

 



Exams, Readings and Films: 
  
Exams are based on the text, lecture notes, in-class discussions and readings, and are a combination of multiple 

choice, short answer, and calculation questions.  Time permitting, we will also show films that complement the 

material presented in the lectures. 
     
Academic Integrity: 
  
Honesty and integrity are an essential part of the educational experience. It is expected that students will abide by 

Rutgers University’s academic rules and regulations. 
See http://academicintegrity.rutgers.edu/integrity.shtml. 
  
Taking information from an Internet site and placing it into text without proper citation is plagiarism and students 

are subject to the same consequences as they would face for copying information from a text or journal article 

without proper citation. If you are unsure of the rules of citation, please ask or visit the following website from the 

Rutgers Writing Program: 
http://wp.rutgers.edu/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=333&Itemid=1669    
  
Class Rules: 
  
Cell phones and texting are disruptive to the class.  Be sure to turn your cell phone tones off before class 

begins. It is also distracting and disrespectful to text, or use an iPad or notebook computers. So NO COMPUTERS 

during lecture. Students whose phone rings in class will be asked to leave class and will NOT be allowed to return 

for that period/day. 
  
Examinations require simple calculators and are scheduled on Sakai. They consist of randomly assigned questions 

from a question pool, and must be taken in one sitting. Plan your time accordingly. 
      

The schedule of classes and assignments are available on the schedule tab on the left, and on the calendar that 

appears on the home page.  The calendar has hotlinks to all the materials you need for your homework assignments. 
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