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RUTGERS UNIVERSITY 

Edward J. Bloustein School of Planning and Public Policy 

Epidemiology 

10:832:335:02 / Index #71040, Spring 2012 

Mondays, 9:15-12:15am, ARH 100 
 

 

Professor: Dawne Mouzon, Ph.D. 

112 Paterson Street, Room 418 

E-mail: dawne.mouzon@rutgers.edu  

Office Hours: Fridays 11:00-12:30pm or by appointment 

 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION AND OBJECTIVES 

This course covers the principles and methods of epidemiology, the study of the distribution and 

determinants (causes) of disease and injury in human populations.   

 

Upon completion of the course, students will be able to: 

 Identify types and sources of data for investigating public health issues 

 Describe the types of epidemiological study designs along with their strengths and 

weaknesses 

 List the steps in the investigation of an infectious disease outbreak 

 Critically read and evaluate the results of studies in public health journals 

 

 

REQUIRED TEXT 

 Epidemiology 101 by Robert H. Friis (2010). Jones and Bartlett Publishing 

 IMPORTANT: All readings are mandatory, and must be done before coming to class.  

The lectures are not meant to substitute for reading the material.  

 

 

COURSE MATERIALS ON SAKAI 

 A calendar of class lecture topics, homework assignments and examination dates 

 Chapter Tests, Midterm and Final Examination (under the Tests & Quizzes tab) 

 Resources 

 Assignments and Answers (Resources tab) 

 Additional readings 

 Webcasts and Webliography 

 

GRADING POLICY 

There are NO extra credit opportunities for this class.  Instead, there are multiple ways to 

maximize your performance.   Grading is based on attendance, the timely and correct submission 

of assignments, as well as grades attained on Chapter Tests and two examinations.  Late 

assignments and chapter tests will be given up to 1/2 credit if completed within one week only. 

 No credit is give after that time.  

file://IFH-FS01/Users$/dmouzon/Bloustein/Epidemiology/dawne.mouzon@rutgers.edu%20
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Assignments  20% 

Chapter Tests  25% 

Midterm  20% 

Final Exam  25% 

Attendance  10%                                 

  

If you attend class and keep up with the assignments and chapter tests, you will have achieved 

55% of your final grade.  The chapter tests and examinations are open book/open notes.  

However, they are timed and you will not do well if you do not complete the readings in advance 

and prepare by studying.  Chapter tests are one hour; the midterm and final examinations are 

three hours and involve calculations.  

 
 

FINAL GRADES 

93 or higher    A  78-82              C+ 

  

88-92              B+  73-77              C 

 

83-87              B  63-72              D 

 

 

**I WILL NOT NEGOTIATE ANY GRADES UNDER ANY CIRCUMSTANCES.** 
 

GUIDELINES FOR ASSIGNMENTS 

1. Assignments without names will be given a grade of 0. 

  

2.  Assignments that are more than one page must have the pages paper clipped or stapled 

together. Do not fold the edges over in lieu of a paper clip or staple, as I will not accept these. 

 Assignments that are not clipped or stapled appropriately will be given a grade of 0. 

  

3.  Assignments that involve calculations should be completed in pencil. To receive full credit, 

you must show the formula and calculations, not just the answers.  

   

 Full Credit is given for assignments that are complete, correct, and submitted on time 

(“on time” means the assignment is turned in before or during the class period when it is 

due). I will not accept faxed or e-mailed homework assignments. 

 

 Half Credit will be given for homework that is complete, correct, and submitted within 

one week of the due date (including that which is turned in to my office on the due date 

but received after the class period has begun).  

 

 No Credit will be given for homework that does not comply with the assignment 

guidelines or which is submitted more than 7 days after the due date.   
  



3 
1/19/12 

 

 

 

EXAMS, READINGS, AND FILMS 

Exams are based on the text, lecture notes, in-class discussions and readings, and are a 

combination of multiple choice, short answer, and calculation questions.  Time permitting, I will 

also show films that complement the material presented in the lectures. 
     

 

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY 

 Honesty and integrity are an essential part of the educational experience.  It is expected that 

students will abide by Rutgers University’s academic rules and regulations. 

  

 See http://academicintegrity.rutgers.edu/integrity.shtml. 

 

Taking information from an Internet site and placing it into text without proper citation is 

plagiarism and students are subject to the same consequences as they would face for copying 

information from a text or journal article without proper citation.  If you are unsure of the rules 

of citation, please ask or visit the following website from the Rutgers Writing Program: 

  

 http://wp.rutgers.edu/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=333&Itemid=1669

    
  

 

CLASS RULES 

Cell phones and texting are disruptive to the class.  Be sure to turn your cell phone tones off 

before class begins.  It is also distracting and disrespectful to text, or use an iPad or notebook 

computer for anything other than taking notes or seeking answers to questions posed in class.  Be 

sure to restrict your use to these tasks only.  Students answering email, texting, on social media, 

or doing work for other classes will be asked to close their device and/or leave the class. 

 

Examinations require simple calculators and are scheduled on Sakai.  They consist of randomly 

assigned questions from a question pool and must be taken in one sitting.  Plan your time 

accordingly.  No exceptions. 

      

 

  

 

  

http://academicintegrity.rutgers.edu/integrity.shtml
http://wp.rutgers.edu/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=333&Itemid=1669
http://wp.rutgers.edu/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=333&Itemid=1669
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COMMUNICATION 

 

SMART CLASS 

I expect students to regularly access their Eden e-mail and/or the course website at 

sakai.rutgers.edu.  Important information will be disseminated to your Eden account (unless you 

change your e-mail address through the Rutgers system) and will be posted on the Sakai course 

website.  I will provide outlines as a courtesy to you, in order to help you master the material and 

follow along in class.  The outlines are NOT meant to be a replacement for attending class or 

engaging fully in class.  If I sense that they are handicapping your attendance and/or effort, I will 

put less detail on the outlines and/or stop using them altogether. 

 

 

 

E-MAIL  
E-mail is the best way to reach me.  If you have questions about the class material, I am more 

than happy to help you.  However, I do expect that you will first do your best to find the answer 

yourself in the class/book material.  Regardless of the purpose, I am happy to correspond by e-

mail within the following guidelines: 

 

1. Please use an email account that lists your name as the sender.  Include an 

informative subject with the course name  (i.e., "Epidemiology question") and make 

sure your full name is included in the text of the e-mail. 

 

2. I will only use your official Eden email address to send you email. It is your 

responsibility to check this account for important course updates/announcements.  

Saying, "I only check my G-mail account" is not an adequate excuse for missing my 

email.  If you send me email from another account, I will respond to that account but 

will not send other email/class announcements to that address. 

 

3. Please do not e-mail me with administrative questions that can be answered by 

looking at the syllabus.  If it is a substantive question, please first look for the answer 

in the book and lecture notes.  After that, I'm happy to help you. 

 

4. Please do not email me less than 24 hours before exams or deadlines with last-minute 

substantive questions about class material.  Make sure to plan ahead and request my 

help in a timely manner.   

 

5. Allow 24-48 hours for a response from me. I check email frequently but am often 

bombarded with many emails that might back me up. Please do not expect to receive 

an immediate response from me, but do email 48 hours after the initial email if I have 

not yet responded. 

 

 

 

 

file://IFH-FS01/Users$/dmouzon/Bloustein/Epidemiology/sakai.rutgers.edu
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SCHEDULE OF TOPICS AND ASSIGNMENTS 
  

 Class Homework 

Jan 23 Chapter 1: 

History and Scope 

of Epidemiology 

 

 Read Chapter 1. 

 Visit the John Snow website.  

 Visit the Monzy.com website 
 

 Chapter 1 Test opens at noon today, must be completed by Jan 30 at 9am. 

 Watch the Black Death Part 1 (7 min) and Part 2 (7.5 min), and compare to the NIH 
website about plague today.   

Be ready to comment on these items today. 

Jan 30 Chapter 2: 

Epidemiologic 

Measures of 

Disease 

Occurrence 

 Read Chapter 2. 

 Review the Incidence and Prevalence webcast if you need help. 
 

 Chapter 2 Test opens at noon today, must be completed by Feb 6 at 9am. 

 Complete Assignments 1 and 2 and turn in Feb 6 in class. 

Feb 6 Chapter 3:  

Data and 

Additional 

Measures of 

Disease 

Occurrence 

 Read Chapter 3. 

 Visit NJ Historical Health Statistics, NJ Vital Statistics, and the National 
Center for Vital Statistics.  Be prepared to comment on them. 

 

 Chapter 3 Test opens at noon today, must be completed by Feb 13 at 9am. 

 Complete Assignment 3 and submit Feb 13 in class. 

Feb 13 Chapter 4: 

Descriptive Epi – 

Person, Place and 

Time 

 Read Chapter 4. 

 Read Spices and Cancer Prevention and review Figure 1 and Figure 2 for discussion. 
 

 Chapter 4 Test opens at noon today, must be completed by Feb 20 at 9am.  

 Read Lunch in NYC for for discussion next class. 

Feb 20 Chapter 5: 

Association and 

Causality 

 Read Chapter 5. 

 Read Association of Walkability with Obesity in Baltimore for discussion. 

 

 Chapter 5 Test opens at noon today, must be completed by Feb 27 at 9am. 

 Read  Leprosy in Ohiofor discussion next class. 

Feb 27 Chapter 6: 

Analytic Epi: 

Types of Study 

Designs 

 Read Chapter 6. 

 Read Spider Bite - Case Series for discussion. 

 

 Chapter 6 Test opens at noon today, must be completed by March 5 at 9am. 

 Complete Assignment 4 and turn in March 5 in class. 

Mar 5 Video, Group 

work, and EPI 

Trivia 

 Print out Assignment 5 Instructions and Student Packet. Print out 
Assignment 6 (attached). Bring all items with you to class today.   

 Read Peanut Allergy for discussion. 

Mar 12 Spring Break – Check your grades on Sakai and consider dropping the class. 

Mar 19 Group work 

completes today 

 Complete Assignments 5 and 6 and submit by the end of class today. 

 The Midterm is three hours long and opens at 6 pm today. It is due by 9:00am on 
Friday, March 23.  

https://sakai.rutgers.edu/access/content/group/d661f722-f051-442b-bba3-090e721c3c7d/Webliography/Interesting%20sites/http%3A__www.ph.ucla.edu_epi_snow.html
https://sakai.rutgers.edu/access/content/group/d661f722-f051-442b-bba3-090e721c3c7d/Webliography/Interesting%20sites/http%3A__www.monzy.com_scurvy_.URL
https://sakai.rutgers.edu/access/content/group/d661f722-f051-442b-bba3-090e721c3c7d/Webcasts/Historical%20and%20Public%20Service%20Announcements/www.youtube.com_wa20111210101501.URL
https://sakai.rutgers.edu/access/content/group/d661f722-f051-442b-bba3-090e721c3c7d/Webcasts/Historical%20and%20Public%20Service%20Announcements/www.youtube.com_wa20111210101742.URL
https://sakai.rutgers.edu/access/content/group/d661f722-f051-442b-bba3-090e721c3c7d/Webliography/Interesting%20sites/www.ncbi.nlm.nih.g20111210100358.URL
https://sakai.rutgers.edu/access/content/group/d661f722-f051-442b-bba3-090e721c3c7d/Webliography/Interesting%20sites/www.ncbi.nlm.nih.g20111210100358.URL
https://sakai.rutgers.edu/access/content/group/d661f722-f051-442b-bba3-090e721c3c7d/Webcasts/www.youtube.com_wa20111210115548.URL
https://sakai.rutgers.edu/access/content/group/d661f722-f051-442b-bba3-090e721c3c7d/Webliography/Data%20Sources%20and%20Statistics/http%3A__www.umdnj.edu_librweb_speccoll_njhs_index.html
https://sakai.rutgers.edu/access/content/group/d661f722-f051-442b-bba3-090e721c3c7d/Webliography/Data%20Sources%20and%20Statistics/www.state.nj.us_he20111210125115.URL
https://sakai.rutgers.edu/access/content/group/d661f722-f051-442b-bba3-090e721c3c7d/Webliography/Data%20Sources%20and%20Statistics/http%3A__www.cdc.gov_nchs_nvss.htm.URL
https://sakai.rutgers.edu/access/content/group/d661f722-f051-442b-bba3-090e721c3c7d/Webliography/Data%20Sources%20and%20Statistics/http%3A__www.cdc.gov_nchs_nvss.htm.URL
https://sakai.rutgers.edu/access/content/group/d661f722-f051-442b-bba3-090e721c3c7d/Readings/Spices%20and%20Cancer%20Prevention%20-%20Ecological%20Study.pdf
https://sakai.rutgers.edu/access/content/group/d661f722-f051-442b-bba3-090e721c3c7d/Readings/Spices%20and%20Cancer%20Prevention%20%20Figure%201.pdf
https://sakai.rutgers.edu/access/content/group/d661f722-f051-442b-bba3-090e721c3c7d/Readings/Spices%20and%20Cancer%20Prevention%20%20Figure%202.pdf
https://sakai.rutgers.edu/access/content/group/d661f722-f051-442b-bba3-090e721c3c7d/Readings/Lunch%20in%20NYC%20-%20Cross-sectional%20Study.pdf
https://sakai.rutgers.edu/access/content/group/d661f722-f051-442b-bba3-090e721c3c7d/Readings/Association%20of%20Walkability%20with%20Obesity%20in%20Baltimore.pdf
https://sakai.rutgers.edu/access/content/group/d661f722-f051-442b-bba3-090e721c3c7d/Readings/Acute%20Leprosy%20in%20Ohio%20-%20Case%20Report.pdf
https://sakai.rutgers.edu/access/content/group/d661f722-f051-442b-bba3-090e721c3c7d/Readings/Black%20Widow%20Spider%20Bite%20-%20Case%20Series.pdf
https://sakai.rutgers.edu/access/content/group/d661f722-f051-442b-bba3-090e721c3c7d/Readings/Peanut%20allergy%20-%20case-control%20study.pdf
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Mar 26 Chapter 7: Epi and 

the Policy Arena 

 Read Chapter 7. 

 Read Lunch in NYC for discussion. 
 

 Chapter 7 Test opens at noon today, must be completed by Apr 2 at 9am. 

 Complete Assignment 7 and turn in next class 

Apr 2 Infectious Disease 

and Outbreak 

Investigaton 

 Read Chapter 8. 

 Browse the Global Polio Eradication website. 
 

 Chapter 8 Test opens at noon today, must be completed by Apr 9 at 9am. 

 Play one of the three epidemic games (The Great Flu, Pandemic, or Survive the 
Outbreak) and be prepared to discuss. 

Apr 9 Outbreak 

Investigation 

 Video: Anthrax Files 

 Browse the PROMed, HealthMap and Global Alert and Response websites. 
 

 Complete Assignment 8 and turn in next class (Apr 16). 

Apr 16 Chapter 9:  

Social and 

Behavioral 

Epidemiology 

 Read Chapter 9. 

 Read Exploring Weathering for discussion. 
 

 Chapter 9 Test opens at noon today, must be completed by Apr 23 at 9am. 

Apr 23 Chapter 10:  

Special 

Epidemiologic 

Applications 

 Read Chapter 10.  

 Read paper on Chinese Herbalists for discussion. 
 

 Chapter 10 Test opens at noon today, must be completed by Apr 30 at 9am. 

Apr 30 EPI TRIVIA  

and video 

 Final exam (3 hours) opens at noon today, must be completed by May 8 at noon. 

 

https://sakai.rutgers.edu/access/content/group/d661f722-f051-442b-bba3-090e721c3c7d/Webliography/Online%20games/http%3A__thegreatflu.com_
https://sakai.rutgers.edu/access/content/group/d661f722-f051-442b-bba3-090e721c3c7d/Webliography/Online%20games/www.gamingdelight.20111201215253.URL
https://sakai.rutgers.edu/access/content/group/d661f722-f051-442b-bba3-090e721c3c7d/Webliography/Online%20games/www.survivetheoutbreak.com_.URL
https://sakai.rutgers.edu/access/content/group/d661f722-f051-442b-bba3-090e721c3c7d/Webliography/Online%20games/www.survivetheoutbreak.com_.URL

