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Public Health Literature – 832:339:02, 832:339:04 

Thomas P. Davis, Instructor                                                                            Fall 2012 
 

 
 

Course Description:  

 

Public Health Literature introduces students to a broad historical survey of literature 

documenting the development of public health as a discipline from 1900 onward.   A focus will 

be on professional and academic reading and writing technique related to the discipline.  We will 

strengthen both form and content in writing skills as well as reinforcement of research and 

presentation proficiency.   Class format will be a combination of short lectures, shared 

presentations on the readings and discussion.   

 

Course Goals: 

 

This course will consist of 5 primary goals in addition to achieving basic competency in the 

weekly subject areas. These goals are:  

 

 Communicate complex ideas effectively, in standard written English, to a general 

audience.  

 

 Respond effectively to editorial feedback from peers, instructors, and/or supervisors 

through successive drafts and revision.  

 

 Communicate effectively in modes appropriate to a discipline or area of inquiry.  

 

 Evaluate and critically assess sources and use the conventions of attribution and citation 

correctly.  

 
The attainment of each goal will be measured against 4 levels: Outstanding, Good, Satisfactory, 

and Unsatisfactory.   Each level has its own unique set of criteria that must be met to attain the 

level.  A complete description is on the class SAKAI site.  
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The overall goal is to attain fluency and knowledge in the development of public health as a 

discipline as it has been documented in a historical review of the literature and the ability to 

communicate that information.  

 

We will discuss these milestones in class during our introductory session and throughout the 

semester as questions and issues arise.  An unwritten standard of evaluation in the class will be 

based on the amount of effort that students apply.  Sufficient effort in all of these 4 areas will 

ensure a satisfactory (or better) grade.  

 

Text:  
 
Schneider, Dona and Lilienfeld, David E., eds. 2008. Public health: the development of a 

discipline. Volume II: twentieth century challenges.  New Brunswick, NJ: Rutgers 

Other readings as indicated below will be posted on SAKAI. 

 

Requirements:  
 
 
Class Participation (10%)  There will be an emphasis on student discussion of topics and 

issues.    We will focus on the identification of issues, themes, and solutions.   Oral exercises 

will be required that summarize and assess the readings.  

 

Midterm Exam (10%) 

The midterm exam will cover the readings and related assignments with a combination 

definitions and short essay questions.  

 

Final Exam (15%) 

The final exam will cover the readings and related assignments with a combination of definitions 

and short essay questions. It will be cumulative.  

 

Reading Presentations (15%) 

Students will be assigned to groups to present a discussion on the weekly readings with an 

emphasis on understanding the issues and their solutions. Informed debate will be encouraged.  
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Annotated Bibliography (10%) 

There will be one two-page annotated bibliography required relating to students’ research 

paper.  We will discuss the proper format.   

 

Research Paper (40%) 

There will be a 10 to 12 page, double spaced written assignment due on a specified date.  

Formal outlines, works cited, and rough drafts for the assignment will be required.  The topic 

must be on a course related subject and should be issue driven. The paper must be based on 

student research and discuss an issue related to public health.  Topics must be approved.  I can 

assist you on this.  

 

One full letter grade per day will be deducted for late research paper assignments.  

Course materials other than the required text will be available on sakai.rutgers.edu  

All written assignments must be word-processed on 8 ½ X 11 inch white paper and be stapled. 

Papers must be double-spaced  in 12 point Times New Roman font, no more than 1” top and 

bottom margins and no more than 1” left and right margins.  Research papers must follow MLA 

standards of documentation. Failure to adhere to these requirements will jeopardize your grade.  

Students are expected to attend all classes; if you expect to miss one or two classes, please 

use the University absence reporting website https://sims.rutgers.edu/ssra/ to indicate the date 

and reason for your absence.  An email is automatically sent to me.  

 

According to University policy, no more than two absences are permitted.  

Any lateness of more than fifteen minutes will result in being charged for one full absence. 

Students are asked to review and abide by the University’s code on plagiarism. Please visit 

http://academicintefrity.rutgers.edu/intergity.shtml for more information.  

A copy of my grading rubric for the course is available on Sakai.  

 

 

 

 

https://sims.rutgers.edu/ssra/
http://academicintefrity.rutgers.edu/intergity.shtml
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Course Schedule  

Week 1 

Course introduction and overview.  Chronology of the discipline. 

 

Part I: Population Health Issues 

Week 2 

Food and Nutrition: Food safety, accurate labeling, vitamins, malnutrition 

Readings:  Chapter 1, Public Health 

Week 3 

Environmental Health: Fog, smog, lead, climate change. 

Readings: Chapter 4, Public Health 

Week 4 

Women’s Health: Cancer, reproductive health, gender based violence.  

Readings:  Chapter 6, Public Health 

Lynos, N., Kawachi, I.,” Community Social Norms As Social Determinants of 

Violence Against Women.”  American Journal of Public Health  (2011): n. pag. 

Web. 24 July. 2012 

 

Part II:  Diseases, Therapies, and Prevention 

Week 5 

Tuberculosis: Streptomycin, vaccination and the global strategy 

Readings: Chapter 8, Public Health 
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Week 6 

HIV/AIDS 

Readings: Chapter 9, Public Health 

 

Week 7 

Vaccine-Preventable Diseases: Rubella and herd immunity 

Readings: Chapter 10, Public Health 

Week 8 

Midterm 

Week 9 

Cancer: Leukemia, current state of the research. 

Readings: Chapter 11, Public Health; 

DeVita, Jr., M.D., Vincent T. and Rosenberg, M.D., Ph.D., Steven A. “Two Hundred 

Years of Cancer Research.”  The New England Journal of Medicine 366 (2012):   

2207 – 14 web. 

 

Part III: Improving Public Health 

 

Week 10 

Medical and Preventive Care 

Readings: Chapter 13, Public Health 

 

Week 11 

Medical Ethics and Human Research 

Readings: Chapter 14, Appendices I – III, Public Health 

                  Singer, Peter. “Abortion.” The Oxford Companion to Philosophy. Ed. Ted Honderich.  

                          Oxford: 1995  http://www.utilitarian.net/singer/by/1995----03.htm  

http://www.utilitarian.net/singer/by/1995----03.htm
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Week 12 

Global Health 

Readings:  Chapter 15, Public Health 

 

Week 13  

World Health Organization/United Nations Millenium Declaration 

Readings: Appendices IV – VII, Public Health 

                  World Health Organization. “ Health Systems Financing: the Path to Universal 

Coverage.” (2010): Executive Summary. PDF file.    

                      

Week 14 

Semester Review  


