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Rutgers, the State University of New Jersey 

Edward J. Bloustein School of Planning and Public Policy 

10:762:395:03 

RESEARCH METHODS Fall 2013 

Wednesdays (Lect.): 12:35 pm - 3: 35 pm HCK-118 

Mondays (Recitation/Lab): 2:15 pm - 3: 35 pm LOREE 007 

Instructor: Tefera Gezmu, PhD, MPH 

gezmu@rutgers.edu 

Office Hours: Wednesdays. 4:30-6:30 pm or by appointment 
 

Course objectives: 

When you enter this class the first week, I imagine you do so primarily because this is a required 

course for your major. My goal is to transform your outlook on Research Methods. I want you to come 

to view it not as a “requirement”, but rather as one of the more useful courses you will complete at 

Rutgers. By the end of the session, I want you to have: 

1) Discussed the essential relationship between theory and research. 

2) Understood the nature, principles, and methods of conducting research (be it social, policy, public 

health research or others). 

3) Experienced social (and public health) research firsthand. 

4) Developed the ability to critically evaluate other social and public health research. 

5) Acquired skills to explore and understand the world around you. 

6) Grappled with some of the ethical implications of studying human beings. 

7) Acquired a greater knowledge and understanding of the discipline involved. 

8) Come to a greater understanding of who you are as a person. 

9) Successfully fulfilled a degree requirement. 

In our attempt to accomplish such feats, you will be required to read your class text as well as other 

reading materials provided in the field of research methods and engage in many different exercises 

that, taken together, will comprise a final research project. There are prerequisites and previous work 

in methodology from Epidemiology and Statistics classes.  Mathematical ability matters less than 

logical thinking and common sense.  So, don’t be scared.  Each one of you has the ability to do this.  

This will be much easier than getting into college and what you learn here will take far in your careers. 
 

Textbook:  
• Schutt, Russell. 2012. Investigating the Social World: The Process and Practice of Research. 7th 

Edition.  

Available at the main Rutgers bookstore, in downtown New Brunswick and at NJ Books on 

Easton Avenue; you may also order the book online. 

 Course Materials on Sakai: (Everything you ever need for this course) 

• Class lectures, homework assignments and examination dates 

• Assignments and Midterm 

• Resources: ~ Assignments and Answers (Resources tab), ~ Readings~ Webcasts and extra resources 
 

Class Rules: ALL STUDENTS MUST FOLLOW, NO EXCEPTIONS. 

1. NO PHONES IN THE CLASS ROOM: You must turn off your phone when you come to 

class. I do not want to see phones on your desk they must be put away in your bags (pockets). 

Student whose phone ring during class or found texting in class will have to leave that class 

and will not be allowed in till the next class period. SO NO PHONES PLEASE! 

2. NO COMPUTERS: Lectures are posted in advance on sakai, you can print and bring them to 

class; taking notes (i.e. typing) during lecture is not allowed so do not bring your computers if 

you do please do not turn them on. 

3. Examinations require simple calculators and are scheduled on Sakai. They consist of randomly 

assigned questions from a question pool, and must be taken in one sitting. Plan your time 

accordingly. 

 

http://policy.rutgers.edu/
http://policy.rutgers.edu/
http://rumaps.rutgers.edu/?q=Hickman+Hall
http://rumaps.rutgers.edu/location/loree-classroom-office-building
mailto:gezmu@rutgers.edu
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Grading Policy: 

There are NO extra credit opportunities for this class.  Instead there are multiple ways to maximize 

your performance.  Grading is based on attendance, the timely/correct submission of assignments, as 

well as grades attained on quizzes and examination.  Late assignments will be given up to 1/2 credit if 

completed within one week only; No credit is give after that time.  

The grading rubric for this class is: 

Activity Grade 

Attendance and participation/including Lab 15% 

Quizzes                        15% 

Exam 1 20% (Chapters see schedule) 

Exam 2 20% (Chapters see schedule) 

Final Paper                 30%  

 

Class exams will take about an hour and involve calculations and is also given in class (Refer to class 

schedule for details). Detailed requirement and expectations for the final paper will be discussed in 

class at length. Exams are based on the text, lecture notes, in-class discussions and readings, and are a 

combination of multiple choice, short answer, and calculation questions. 

 

Final Grades/Class Grades: 
93 or higher    A 

88-92              B+ 

83-87              B 

78-82              C+ 

73-77              C 

63-72              D 

  

Guidelines for Assignments: 
1. Assignments without names will be given a grade of 0. 

2. Assignments that are more than one page must have the pages paper clipped or stapled together. Do 

not fold the edges over in lieu of a paper clip or staple, as we will not accept these. Assignments that 

are not clipped or stapled appropriately will be given a grade of 0. 

3.  Assignments that involve calculations should be completed in pencil. To receive full credit, you 

must show the formula and calculations, not just the answers.  

  Full Credit is given for assignments that are complete, correct, and submitted on time (“on time” 

means the assignment is turned in before or during the class period when it is due). We will not accept 

faxed or e-mailed homework assignments. 

• Half Credit will be given for homework that is complete, correct, and submitted within one week of 

the due date (including that which is turned to our office on the due date but received after the 

class period has begun).  

• No Credit will be given for homework that does not comply with the assignment guidelines or 

which is submitted more than 7 days after the due date.   

 

Academic Integrity: 
Honesty and integrity are an essential part of the educational experience. It is expected that students 

will abide by Rutgers University’s academic rules and regulations. 

See http://academicintegrity.rutgers.edu/integrity.shtml. 

  

Taking information from an Internet site and placing it into text without proper citation is plagiarism 

and students are subject to the same consequences, as they would face for copying information from a 

text or journal article without proper citation. If you are unsure of the rules of citation, please ask or 

visit the following website from the Rutgers Writing  

 

  

 

http://academicintegrity.rutgers.edu/integrity.shtml
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COURSE SCHEDULE 

 

 A WORD TO THE WISE 

1. If you are having problems, please seek out help early. Come in prepared, having gone over the 

lectures, text, homework assignments, and problems in the text. Please keep appointments that 

you make to see me. If your plans change and you can’t make the appointment, please notify me as 

soon as possible (before the meeting). 

2. If you have missed any classes, make sure you get the missed notes from classmates. In cases like 

this, it usually pays to get the notes from at least two of your classmates. Please don’t ask me to 

give you a condensed version of lectures you have missed. 

3. Please note that the readings are not substitutes for the lectures nor are the lectures a substitute for 

the readings. Not all the material in the lectures appears in the readings, nor is all the material in the 

readings covered in the lectures. You are responsible for the material in the texts and in the lectures. 

I make every effort to have class attendance a necessary (though not sufficient) factor in performing 

well on examinations. 

4. Make it a habit to read a national newspaper daily. A good exercise is to pick up the newspaper and 

apply concepts we’ve learned to pertinent news stories. 

5. Do not wait until after I have lectured on something to read the material work. Come to class 

prepared! 

Lect. Date Lecture Topic Lab Exercise Readings Due 

1 9/4 

Introductions and  

Course overview 

Distribute syllabus; 

Review course layout  

2 9/11 

Problem definition; 

Overview of the research process; 

Introduction to Qualitative & 

Quantitative Research 

LAB1:  Select indices and examine 

how to measure them;  

Due 9/18 Chapters 1 and 2 

3 9/18 Conceptualization and measurement 

HW1: From concept to  

Measurement; Due 9/25 Chapter 4 

4 9/25 Research design and causation 

HW2:  Case Study:  

A Rush to Judgment; Due 10/2 Chapter 6 

5 10/2 

Experiments and Ethics 

Exam #1 

LAB2:  Critique a Research  

Design; Due 10/9 Chapter 7 & Chapter 3 

6 10/9 

Qualitative Methods: 

(Interviews & Observations) 

HW3:  Draft Interview  

Guide; Due 10/16 Chapter 9 & Chapter 10  

7 10/16 

Qualitative Methods: 

(Focus Groups, Ethnographies, Case 

Studies) 

LAB3:  TBD 

Due 10/23  

8 10/23 

Sampling:  

Probability/Non-Prob. 

HW4:  Sampling Exercise;  

Due 10/30 Chapter 5 

9 10/30 Survey Research: Design 

LAB4:  Critique a 

Questionnaire;  

Due 11/6 Chapter 8  

10 11/6 

Survey Research:  

Fielding a Survey 

Assign Final Paper &  

Labs 5 & 6 

Chapter 8 &  

supplemental Rdgs. 

11 11/13 Univariate & Bivariate Analyses 

LAB5:  Hypotheses  

Formation; Due 11/20 

Chapter 14 &  

Supplemental Rdgs. 

12 11/20 

SPSS Workshop 

Exam #2 Interpreting SPSS 

SPSS Paper Workshop 

Appendix F 

13 11/27 Individual Meetings 

LAB6:   Frequencies &  

Cross Tabs; Practice 

Interpretation & Analysis 

Due 12/4 

SPSS Paper Workshop 

Appendix F; Jing videos 

14 12/4 

              Quantitative Data Analysis 

Wrap-up Lecture Final Paper Due 12/13; 12pm  


