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Course Director George DiFerdinando, Jr., M.D., M.P.H., 

Director, NJ Center for Public Health Preparedness at UMDNJ-SPH 
Co-Principal Investigator, NYNJ Preparedness and Emergency Response 
Learning Center (PERLC) 
Adjunct Professor, Department of Epidemiology, UMDNJ-SPH 
 
Room 129, SPH Building, PO Box 9 
683 Hoes Lane West 
Piscataway, NJ 08854 
 
Email:  diferdge@umdnj.edu 
Phone: 732.235.9039 
Webpage 
 
Office hours: Call for arrangement! 
 
Any student having difficulty with the course requirements or materials 
should discuss his or her problems with the instructor - that's me! 
 
The instructor is available by appointment. He can also be reached by 
phone in the office and by email.  CALL ME!

  
  

Course Site Edward J. Bloustein School of Planning & Public Policy 
Civic Square Building, 33 Livingston Avenue, New Brunswick,  
Room 261  
Tuesdays, 4:30 pm – 7:20 pm 

  

Text books Emergency Public Health: Preparedness and Response 
Kapur GB, Smith JP 
Jones & Bartlett Learning, 2010 
http://www.amazon.com/Emergency-Public-Health-Preparedness-
Response/dp/0763758701 
 
Terrorism and Other Public Health Emergencies: A Reference Guide for Media, 
US Department of Health and Human Services.   
Accessible online or you can download all or parts via the website. 
http://www.phe.gov/emergency/communication/guides/media/Pages/default.aspx
 
Other readings are posted on Sakai under “resources.” 
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Goals and 
Objectives 
 

Students will gain the following competencies: 
1) Describe the public health core emergency preparedness competencies 

for individual members of the public health workforce. 
2) Describe the essentials of public health preparedness and response, 

including infectious diseases, outbreak investigation, environmental 
health, psychosocial/mental health, special needs and vulnerable 
populations, and emergency operations planning and exercises. 

3) Classify public health threats as natural, accidental, or intentional 
occurrences. 

4) Describe the responsibilities and capabilities of federal, state and local 
public health agencies to respond to incidents in an ‘all hazards’ fashion, 
including, for example, readiness for the release of radioactivity or 
ionizing radiation; hazardous chemicals, both industrial and warfare 
agents; and biological hazards, both naturally occurring and those used 
for biowarfare or terrorism. 

5) Identify the initial and long-term roles of different public health 
professionals during a public health emergency event. 

6) Identify populations with special sensitivities, needs, and/or 
vulnerabilities to emergencies. 

7) Describe the likely mental health, psychological and psychosocial 
impacts of a public health incident involving WMDs.  

8) Understand how different public health agencies coordinate emergency 
response activities and services.  

9) Discuss strategies for limiting the impact of a public health emergency 
event, including mitigation. 

 
  

 
POLICIES FOR ALL 

Expectations 
Absences Policy 
Ethics 

Students are expected to attend all classes; if you expect to miss one or two 
classes, please use the University absence reporting website:  
https://sims.rutgers.edu/ssra/ to indicate the date and reason for your absence.  
 
Students are expected to participate in classroom discussions and be prepared to 
discuss all assigned reading in class.   This is a Sakai-assisted course and so 
students are expected to visit the Sakai course site regularly for announcements, 
assignments, readings, class scheduling, and current events.   
Attendance Policy 
 
An email will automatically be sent to me from this system. Note that if you must 
miss classes for longer than one week, you should contact a dean of students to 
help verity your circumstances.  
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Academic Honesty 
and Integrity 
 
 
I will be using 
TurnItIn this 
Semester for many, if 
not all, of your 
turned in materials. 

Academic integrity issues will be taken seriously in this course, and any such 
issues will be submitted to the Dean of the Graduate School, the Dean of the 
School of Public Health, or the Dean of the Bloustein School, as appropriate.  
 
I expect you to do your own work in the course on the tests and the research 
papers.  I expect you to be able to document and show me the sources and notes 
of your research papers.  You may consult Internet sources but always furnish me 
attribution of the full web address in the footnotes or endnotes.  However, over-
use of Internet sources uncited, or downloading of work done by others and 
turned in as if it is your own, is forbidden and you will lose the full credit of the 
work you submit – you have the right to appeal to the judicial system. I use an 
essay verification system which checks every paper for plagiarism.   
 
You can protect yourself from allegations of cheating by properly citing passages 
you use from other sources, including Internet on-line sources, and by following 
the instructions I give you for research paper work.  Also, I will expect you to 
write your paper on the basis of a format we agree to in advance and I expect 
your paper to draw from books and other readings assigned in the course, as well 
as from other sources.  Also, if you are unable to explain to me the content of 
your paper and if you have no notes or materials to show me what you used in 
preparing successive drafts of your paper, we will have problems. 



 5

  

 
Laptop policy 
 
 
 
 
Classroom 
Behavior  

 
You are welcome to bring and use a laptop in class but you are asked to use it only for 
class purposes.  I reserve the right to observe whatever you have on your laptop screen 
during my classes.  If you are answering or sending emails or doing non-class related 
things, I may ask you to leave the class session. 
 
Cell phone policy: please turn off your cell phone when you come to class.  Absolutely 
no cell phones allowed during tests; if you bring one, please deposit on the instructor’s 
table and you can retrieve it when class is over.  
 
Please, NO TEXT MESSAGING IN CLASS! 

 
Disability 
Services 

 
If you anticipate issues related to the format or requirements of this course, please meet 
with the Office of Disability Services at Rutgers, Kreegar Learning Center, 151 College 
Ave, Suite 123, New Brunswick, NJ 08901, dsoffice@rci.rutgers.edu, (732) 932-2848.  
They will available to discuss ways to ensure your full participation in the course.  If you 
determine that formal, disability-related accommodations are necessary, it is very 
important that you be registered with Disability Services to notify them of your eligibility 
for reasonable accommodations.  Disability Services can then plan how best to coordinate 
your accommodations. 
 
It is the student’s responsibility to notify his or her professors of the need for such an 
accommodation.  Individuals requiring special accommodation should contact the 
professor after class or during office hours.  
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UNDERGRADUATES 
 

Undergraduate 
Grading 

Course work is evaluated as follows: 
 

Activity Percentage
Punctual attendance at all classes  5%
Informed and active participation in class discussion and 
assignments/summaries.  

5%

Topic Tests (Dates: See Week by Week Below) 30%
Wednesday, Feb 16       Paper Topic Due before class  5%
Wednesday, March 9     Outline Due before class  5%
Wednesday, March 30   Detailed Outline Due before class  15%
Friday, April 29th           Paper 15 pages+ Due 5PM 30%
Total 100%

 
Undergraduate 
Research Papers  -
Instructor Policy  

 
Undergraduates are to write one major paper due by email on May 5. It must be 
at least 15 pages double-spaced (including references). 
 
You have freedom to address your specific interest in Public Health Emergency 
Management and Response that reflect the goals and objectives in the research 
paper.  With Dr. DiFerdinando or the other instructors’ help, you will develop a 
researchable question for the paper based on the subject you provide. No two 
students may have the exact same research paper topic.   
 
The topic of your paper is due no later than Wednesday, February 16 in class, or a 
topic area will be chosen for you.  The paper outline is due in your “drop box” 
before class Wednesday, March 9.  A detailed outline is due in your “drop box” 
before class Wednesday, March 30 and the final version by 5:00PM on Friday, 
April 29th. Please note that you need to provide a researched, organized, well 
written and edited, proofread and polished paper with footnotes/endnotes and a 
reference page or bibliography of your major sources.  The paper will be graded 
according to the “grading rubric.” 
 
You are welcome and encouraged to show Dr. DiFerdinando or other instructors 
draft copies, detailed outlines, research notes, etc. before you turn in your final 
version.  Advice given by instructors on your preliminary work may help you 
write a better paper. Click here for information advising you on paper 
preparation, organization, footnoting.  This information and the grading rubric 
will also be posted on Sakai.  

Instructor Policy – 
Missing a Test 

The top three (3) test scores will count towards you grade.  If you miss ONE test, 
it will count as the one to be dropped of the four and you do not need a written 
medical excuse authorized by the Dean.  If you MISS TWO OR MORE tests 
you’ll have to make up the last one(s) you missed and you will need an official 
excuse approved by the Dean’s office for the second absence.  No makeup tests 
or exams will be given to anyone who does not provide the instructor a written 
excuse from the University. 
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Date Class Week Topic and Readings Instructor 

Jan 18, 2012 1 Class Overview 
Lecture   01: Public Health’s Role in Disasters & PHP Competencies 

DiFerdinando

Jan 25, 2012 2 Lecture   02: Hazards & Risk, Emergencies, Crisis& and Disasters 
Exercise 01: Hazard Mapping 
 

DiFerdinando

Feb 01, 2012 3 Lecture   03: The Haddon Complex and Its Use In ECD PH  
 

DiFerdinando

Feb 08, 2012 4 Lecture 04: The 5 Phases of Emergency Management II: Health Focus 
Prevention, Preparedness, Response, Recovery, and Mitigation 
ICS, the NRF, and NIMS  
ESF8, PAHPA, and the NJ Health Powers Act 
Test 1 for Undergraduates (Weeks 1-3) 

DiFerdinando

Feb 15, 2012 5 Public Health Response I: Information 
Pre-disaster & post-disaster assessment, & rapid health assessments 
Undergraduate Topic Due  

DiFerdinando

Feb 22, 2012 6 Public Health Response II: Communication DiFerdinando

Feb 29, 2012 7 Public Health Response III: Disaster Epidemiology  
Test 2 for Undergraduates (Weeks 4-6) 
 

DiFerdinando

Mar 07, 2012 8 Public Health Response IV:  Mass care, Emergency Assistance, Housing, and 
Human Services, including role of Voluntary Organizations 
Undergraduate’s Outline Due 

DiFerdinando

Mar 14, 2012  NO CLASS SPRING RECESS  

Mar 21, 2012 9 Public Health Response V:  Behavioral and Mental Health Services DiFerdinando

Mar 28, 2012 10 Public Health Response VI:  Preparedness for Vulnerable Populations 
Undergraduate Detailed Outline Due 

DiFerdinando

Apr 04, 2012 11 Public Health Response VII:  Legal Aspects of Disaster - Emergency Ethics & 
Justice 
Test 3 for Undergraduates (Weeks 7-10) 

DiFerdinando

Apr 11, 2012 12 Public Health Response VIII:  Crisis Leadership and Crisis Risk 
Communication 

DiFerdinando

Apr 18, 2012 13 Public Health Response VIII: Drills & Exercises, including a Vulnerable 
Populations Exercise 
 

TBA 

Apr 25, 2012 14 Undergraduate Paper Due by 5pm DiFerdinando

May 4, 2012  Reading Day  

May TBA Final 
Exam 
Time 

Test 4 for Undergraduates if you want to take it! (Weeks 11-13)  


