
Design Sustainability
10:762:475:01

Spring Semester 2014

Class Time: Tuesdays 9:50‐12:50 Office Time: By Appointment
Instructor: Gonzalo Echeverría

Address: 182 Nassau Street, suite 302, Princeton NJ
T: 609 683 3600 email: gecheverria@lrk.com

Class Website http://sakai.rutgers.edu

Description:
The correct application of sustainable design principles is crucial for a successful plan and should be part of the 
planner’s tool box. Thriving sustainable plans are the ones that view human as part of the natural system, creating 
a lasting sense of community tied to the environment and will endure the test of time. Smart Growth and the 
New Urbanism, and the New “Ruralism” are part of a series of theories that address the importance of compact, 
transit-oriented, walkable, bicycle-friendly developments. A sustainable strategy understands that the interrela-
tionship of social, economic and environmental, as well as the recognition of simple social acts is essential to the 
creation of a successful environment. This course will emphasize the discussion and will promote team work in a 
studio format environment.

Instructional Objectives:
• Discussion 
• Different scales
• Organic interrelationship with the surroundings
• Visions
• Implementation
• Smart Growth
• LEED ND
• New Urbanism



• Team Work

Learning Objectives:
Student will be able to identify sustainable aspects of physical planning, suggest ways to resolve
sustainability problems and a feasible implementation process, in different contexts and scales. Student
will be able to explain the thought process emphasizing the discussion.

Assignments and Exams:
“An A grade will be awarded to an assignment that both fulfills the terms of the assignment
and shows evidence of out of the ordinary original, creative, analytical, and interesting
thought. A B grade will be awarded if the terms of the assignment have been fulfilled
thoroughly and thoughtfully, with some evidence of originality and creativity. Assignments
that merely fulfill the terms of the assignment will receive a C grade. Assignments that fail to
fulfill the terms of the assignment will receive a D. An assignment that does not approximate
the terms of the assignment will receive an F. Assignments must be handed in on time. If
emergencies occur, let the instructor know in a timely fashion.”
“Rutgers SC&I allows the following standard grades: A, B+, B, C+, C, D (undergraduate only),
and F. An F is used for failing work or for a student who has stopped attending class without
formally withdrawing. An incomplete, IN, can only be assigned to a student who due to
unforeseen, and generally emergency, circumstances cannot finish coursework within the given
semester; the student then has extra time to complete the coursework and have the grade
changed or else the incomplete becomes permanent.”

Tasks that the students must complete for the course:
• Participation in class 10%
• Team work 10%
• Quizzes & Papers 30%
• Final Project-Exam 50%

All Papers and Quizzes should include your Name, course name, semester, my name and
should be submitted through SAKAI electronic system.

Major Readings:
• The Chapter of the New Urbanism/ http://www.cnu.org/charter
• Smart Growth/ http://www.smartgrowth.org/why.php
• The Smart Growth Manual/ Andres Duany, Jeff Speck & Mike Lydon
• LEED ND/ U.S. Green Building Council (USGBC) /Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design

Attendance / Participatory Policy:
“It is University policy (University Regulation on Attendance, Book 2, 2.47B, formerly 60.14f) to excuse
without penalty students who are absent from class because of religious observance, and to allow the
make‐up of work missed because of such absence. Examinations and special required out of class
activities shall ordinarily not be scheduled on those days when religiously observant students refrain
from participating in secular activities. Absences for reasons of religious obligation shall not be counted
for purposes of reporting. Students are advised to provide timely notification to instructors about
necessary absences for religious observances and are responsible for making up the work or exams
according to an agreed upon schedule.”
Texting or cell phone use is not allowed during class hours.
One excused absence is acceptable in this course.



Library Resources:
Rutgers University Libraries offer numerous resources to assist students. Librarians can help
guide you through research and reference tools. A series of LibGuides are available to get you
started. 
Here are some of the LibGuides you may find useful:
Introduction to Rutgers University Libraries
(http://libguides.rutgers.edu/intro)
Congressional Research
(http://libguides.rutgers.edu/congress)
Academic Integrity:
The consequences of scholastic dishonesty are very serious. Rutgers’ academic integrity policy
is at http://ctaar.rutgers.edu/integrity/policy.html.
An overview of this policy may be found at http://cat.rutgers.edu/integrity/student.html.
Multimedia presentations about academic integrity may be found at
http://academicintegrity.rutgers.edu/multimedia.shtml and
http://www.scc.rutgers.edu/douglass/sal/plagiarism/intro.html
Academic integrity means, among other things:
o Develop and write all of your own assignments.
o Show in detail where the materials you use in your papers come from. Create citations
whether you are paraphrasing authors or quoting them directly. Be sure always to show source
and page number within the assignment and include a bibliography in the back.
o Do not look over at the exams of others or used electronic equipment such as cell phones or
MP3 players during exams.
o Do not fabricate information or citations in your work.
o Do not facilitate academic dishonesty for another student by allowing your own work to be
submitted by others.
If you are doubtful about any issue related to plagiarism or scholastic dishonesty, please discuss it with
the instructor.
Serving Students with Disabilities:
(For undergraduates) Students with documented disabilities who wish accommodations in this class
must do so through the Rutgers Disabilities Services Office. See http://disabilityservices.rutgers.edu/ for
details.



Biographical Information about the Instructor:
Gonzalo joined the Planning Group of the Princeton office of Looney Ricks Kiss Architects, Inc in May
2005 as a Project Manager and Design Lead for the Urban Design Planning team. Over the past 18
years the focus of his work and education has been on architecture and urban design, urban/regional
planning and research.
As an architect, Gonzalo is committed to applying New Urbanist principles to the design and
development of sustainable communities, conceived via a public, consensus building process and
dedicated to creating pride of place and dwelling as a mirror of self.
Born in Santiago, Chile, Gonzalo earned a degree in Architecture and a Graduate degree in Urban
Economics from Pontificia Universidad Católica de Chile (PUC) and is a registered architect in his native
country. Upon graduating from PUC, Gonzalo worked as an architect and planner in the University’s
Research and Project Department; at URBE Arquitectos where he was involved in more than 30 projects
ranging in scale from individual neighborhoods to entire regions; and as an adjunct professor at the PUC
Chile.
Gonzalo has also earned a Master’s degree in Architecture, specializing in Suburb and Town Design,
from the University of Miami (Coral Gables, FL). While residing in Miami, he worked for the Center for
Urban Design and Community fostering multidisciplinary initiatives that demonstrated the value of
design in serving the public interest.
Previous joining LRK, he was a Project Manager with Urban Design Associates in Pittsburgh
Pennsylvania, Project Manager with URBE Arquitectos in Chile and member of the Planning Team for the
Department of Projects and Research SOA Pontificia Universidad Católica de Chile.
His experience includes projects in Venezuela, Chile, Mexico and Canada as well as in 35 States across
the US. He has an expertise in urban planning, place making and urban redevelopment studies that
encompasses regional plans, regulating plans, master planning, development of pattern books and
design guidelines, visual preference studies, organization and participation in public charrettes; his 15
years of project management includes coordinating the efforts of multiple professionals such as
geographers, sociologists, historians, engineers and economists for public and private financed projects.
Gonzalo has been a speaker at the Congress for the New Urbanism; the US Green Building Council;
Contruexpo Jalisco Mexico, Cámara Mexicana de la Industria de la Construcción, City of Aguascalientes
Mexico Planning Department, Rebuild Chile Expo 2010 (after earthquake destruction) participate in the
Pilot Reconstruction Programs with UN, was member of the Board of Trustees at the Pittsburgh History
and Landmarks, Development Corporation.
He is also a professor at Rutgers’ University J. Bloustein School of Planning and Public Policy, and he is a board 
member with Newtown Creek Coalition, in Newtown PA.


