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Studio Summary 
 
 
Learning Objectives 

 
The main learning objectives of this studio are as follows: 

 
• Build Impart usable project management skills 
• Build the base of knowledge on local and community economic 

development 
 
 
Required texts: 

 
The Studio will use a mix of articles to explore the specific areas of concern to 
the client. These articles will be posted on Sakai with relevant notation for when 
they are to be read for class. 



 

 
Project Background  
 
In June of 2010, the Trenton Housing Authority (THA) was awarded a $22 million 
HOPE VI grant from the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development 
(HUD) for the redevelopment of the Miller Homes public housing development. 
The HOPE VI grant has provided the THA with funding to demolish the former 
Miller Homes units (taking place in September and October of 2011) and is funding 
the construction of 309 new affordable THA housing units (in progress). In addition 
to new affordable housing development, the HOPE VI grant is funding the THA’s 
partnering efforts with various Trenton Institutions to provide Community and 
Supportive Services (CSS) that will help the future residents of the new Miller 
Homes development meet their immediate needs and long-term goals of personal 
and financial empowerment (also in progress). The HOPE VI CSS program will be 
open to any THA residents who indicate they are interested in moving into a new 
THA housing unit. Through the use of a detailed outreach plan, THA anticipates 
providing CSS services to a total of 235 residents, including adults, children over 
the age of 5, seniors, and the disabled. 
 
At the time of HOPE VI grant award, the Miller Homes development had been 
vacant for over fifteen years. As a result of the long-term vacancy, THA will not 
need to provide relocation assistance for households moving from the old Miller 
Homes development. However, the long-term vacancy also entails that THA’s 
reoccupancy strategy for the new Miller Homes development will include all eligible 
THA households. A 2009 THA resident needs assessment indicated that 47% of 
all THA households would be interested in returning to a redeveloped Miller 
Homes unit. The anticipated HOPE VI CSS caseload of 235 residents will serve as 
the initial list of new Miller Homes occupants. Along with the CSS caseload, THA 
will employ a detailed reoccupancy plan as their strategy to reoccupy the 309 new 
Miller Homes units. 
 
Studio Tasks  
 
As the program evaluator, the Cornwall Center has been providing ongoing 
preliminary and intermediate evaluation of the Miller Homes HOPE VI 
redevelopment project to the THA. The spring 2014 Planning Studio will assist the 
Cornwall Center in preparing the final evaluation report to THA, due in January 
2015. The final Miller Homes evaluation calls for analysis of the effects of 
redevelopment on new Miller Homes THA residents as well as analysis of the 
effects on the surrounding neighborhood. The studio will specifically assist the 
Cornwall Center in completing both of these analyses. Students in the studio will 
come away from this project with understanding of the specific community 
development / revitalization goals of the HOPE VI program, as well as a general 
understanding in program evaluation. Students should expect to employ skills 
including site planning and rendering, mixed methodology research, geospatial 
and statistical analysis including demographic and socioeconomic analysis, and 
neighborhood land use and economic analysis. A brief synopsis of studio tasks 
follows: 
 
 
 



 
Resident Analysis  
 
To assess the effects of redevelopment on the new Miller Homes residents, the 
studio will employ a mixed methodological approach, studying administrative data 
from THA, as well as designing a resident survey tool used for future employment. 
Some of the types of information analyzed will include: 
 
Resident Analysis   
Demographic Composition  

Age  
Gender  
Race / Ethnicity  
Children in Household  
Family Composition  

Socioeconomic Composition  
Income Levels  
Poverty  
Public Benefits  
Employment / Unemployment  
Educational Attainment  

Supportive Services provided during 
relocation 

 

Resident Perception of Development / 
Neighborhood  

 

 
Neighborhood Analysis  
 
In addition to an assessment of effects on new residents, the final evaluation calls 
for an analysis of effects of redevelopment on the surrounding neighborhood. To 
complete this analysis, the studio will employ a more quantitative-focused 
statistical analysis of neighborhood crime, housing market, land use, business / 
economic investment, and changes in local schools. Some of the types of 
information analyzed will include: 
 
 
Crime 

Analysis of violent / property crime (spatial distribution and rates) 
Housing Investment  / Housing Market Trends 

Home Sales / Turnover   
Home Sales Prices 
Residential Vacancy   
Foreclosure Filings  
Home Purchase Mortgages   
Homeownership   

Changes in Types of Land Uses  
Business Investment / Employment  
Changes in Local Schools  
 
 
 



 
 


