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RUTGERS UNIVERSITY 

Edward J. Bloustein School of Planning and Public Policy 

Methods of Planning Analysis 1 

34:970:515:02 / Index #37271, Fall 2011 

Tuesdays, 1:10-3:50pm, Civic Square 261 

 

 

Professor: Dawne Mouzon, Ph.D. 

CSB Room 546 

E-mail: dawne.mouzon@rutgers.edu  

Office Hours: Thursdays 9:30-11:30am or by appointment 

 

Course Description and Objectives: 

The purpose of this course is to develop skills in statistical analysis and computer 

techniques. Particular focus will be on applied descriptive and inferential statistics, 

including cross-tabulations and correlation/regression analysis. The course will consist of 

lectures, weekly readings, problem sets and examinations. In addition, we will have five formal 

lab sessions when students learn to use SPSS, a user-friendly statistical package. 

 

The course has three objectives: (1) to demonstrate the use of applied statistics for 

planning and policy applications, (2) to equip students with skills to analyze and interpret data 

using SPSS, and (3) to help students read professional urban planning/public policy literature 

with an appreciation for both its substantive contribution and use of technical (statistical) tools. 

 

This course is intensive and will require serious attention. You should plan on attending 

every class session – this is particularly important for a methods course covering a vast 

amount of material and meeting only once a week.   

 

 

REQUIRED READINGS 

 Steinberg, Wendy J. (2011). Statistics Alive!  2nd edition. Sage. 

 Any additional readings will be posted on Sakai.   

 IMPORTANT: All readings are mandatory, and must be done before coming to class.  

The lectures are not meant to substitute for reading the material.  

 

Placement Exam: 

Students with previous background in statistics may place out of this required course by 

examination.  Do not forget to bring a non-graphing calculator. 

 

Grading: 

The final grade will be computed as follows: 

 Problem Sets (4): 35% 

 Midterm Exam: 25% 

 Final Exam: 25% 

 Attendance: 10% 

 Participation: 5% 

dawne.mouzon@rutgers.edu
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COMMUNICATION 

 

SMART CLASS 

I expect students to regularly access their Eden e-mail and/or the course website at 

sakai.rutgers.edu.  Important information will be disseminated to your Eden account (unless you 

change your e-mail address through the Rutgers system) and will be posted on the Sakai course 

website.  I will provide outlines as a courtesy to you, in order to help you master the material and 

follow along in class.  The outlines are NOT meant to be a replacement for attending class or 

engaging fully in class.  If I sense that they are handicapping your attendance and/or effort, I will 

put less detail on the outlines and/or stop using them altogether. 

 
 

E-MAIL  
E-mail is the best way to reach me.  If you have questions about the class material, I am more 

than happy to help you.  However, I do expect that you will first do your best to find the answer 

yourself in the class/book material.  Regardless of the purpose, I am happy to correspond by e-

mail within the following guidelines: 

 

1. Please do not e-mail me with administrative questions that can be answered by 

looking at the syllabus.  If it is a substantive question, please first look for the answer 

in the book and lecture notes.  After that, I'm happy to help you. 

 

2. Please do not email me less than 24 hours before exams or deadlines with last-minute 

substantive questions about class material.  Make sure to plan ahead and request my 

help in a timely manner.   

 

3. Allow 24-48 hours for a response from me. I check email frequently but am often 

bombarded with many emails that might back me up. Please do not expect to receive 

an immediate response from me, but do email 48 hours after the initial email if I have 

not yet responded. 
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ACADEMIC INTEGRITY 

 

All students are required to familiarize themselves with the university's full policy on academic 

integrity.  Visit http://academicintegrity.rutgers.edu for more information. 
 
 

Principles of academic integrity require that every Rutgers University student: 

 properly acknowledge and cite all use of the ideas, results, or words of others 

 properly acknowledge all contributors to a given piece of work 

 make sure that all work submitted as his or her own in a course or other academic activity 

is produced without the aid of unsanctioned materials or unsanctioned collaboration 

 obtain all data or results by ethical means and report them accurately without suppressing 

any results inconsistent with his or her interpretation or conclusions 

 treat all other students in an ethical manner, respecting their integrity and right to pursue 

their educational goals without interference. This requires that a student neither facilitate 

academic dishonesty by others nor obstruct their academic progress 

 uphold the canons of the ethical or professional code of the profession for which he or 

she is preparing. 

 

 

Adherence to these principles is necessary in order to insure that: 

 everyone is given proper credit for his or her ideas, words, results, and other scholarly 

accomplishments 

 all student work is fairly evaluated and no student has an inappropriate advantage over 

others 

 the academic and ethical development of all students is fostered 

 the reputation of the University for integrity in its teaching, research, and scholarship is 

maintained and enhanced. 

 Failure to uphold these principles of academic integrity threatens both the reputation of the 

University and the value of the degrees awarded to its students. Every member of the 

University community therefore bears a responsibility for ensuring that the highest 

standards of academic integrity are upheld. 

 

 

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY 

Urban Planning students are now required to become IRB certified for human subjects research 

during Methods I.  You must submit a copy of your certificate to me by Tuesday, October 9.  I 

am required to submit (to the Dean) a list of students who did not complete this training. 

 

Overview of the program: 

http://orsp.rutgers.edu/index.php?q=content/human-subjects-certification-program 

 

Link to the exam: 

http://orsp.rutgers.edu/index.php?q=content/hscp-instructions-and-link-online-exam 

 

http://orsp.rutgers.edu/index.php?q=content/human-subjects-certification-program
http://orsp.rutgers.edu/index.php?q=content/hscp-instructions-and-link-online-exam
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COURSE REQUIREMENTS 

PROBLEM SETS (35%) 

Students are required to complete four (4) problems sets.  Doing problem sets is the most 

effective way of mastering the material. Students are encouraged to work in groups on the 

problem sets, but solutions are to be written independently. 

 

EXAMS (50%) 

Fifty percent of your grade will come from a mid-term (25%) and a cumulative final examination 

(25%).  Exams start at the beginning of class and finish at the end of class.  If you arrive after the 

first exam is turned in, you will not be permitted to take the exam.  You will not get extra time if 

you arrive late to an exam.  Exams will consist of a mix of multiple-choice and short-answer 

questions. 

 

Please note that make up exams will be permitted only if you meet the appropriate university 

requirements.  You will be given the opportunity to make up work missed if you have a valid 

excuse from a dean, police officer, or the obituary for the funeral you need to attend.  Make-up 

exams will be given at my convenience and will be harder than regular exams (consisting of 

open-ended/short answer questions only).  

 

PARTICIPATION (10%):You are expected to read all of the assigned readings before the due 

date, and be prepared to discuss them during lecture.   

 

ATTENDANCE (5%):  Please make every effort to be on time, as late arrivals are disruptive to 

everyone.  If you are consistently late (or leave consistently early), it will harm your grade. It is 

your responsibility to sign the attendance sheet at each class.  I am unable to keep track of 

individual students' attendance at each class and therefore must rely on the attendance sheet.  If 

you miss a lecture, you must get the lecture notes from a fellow classmate.  It is not my policy to 

share my notes.   

 

CRITERIA FOR FINAL GRADES 

90-100% A 

86%-89% B+ 

80-85% B 

76-79% C+ 

70-75% C 

60% or lower F 

 

There will be no extra credit offered in this course. 

 

**I WILL NOT NEGOTIATE ANY GRADES UNDER ANY 

CIRCUMSTANCES.** 

 

**I RESERVE THE RIGHT TO CHANGE THE FOLLOWING SCHEDULE 

(INCLUDING ADDING/REMOVING TOPICS) AT ANY TIME.**
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SCHEDULE OF TOPICS AND ASSIGNMENTS 

 

Part I – Descriptive Statistics 
 

Sept. 11 • Variables & Measurement 

  • Measures of Central Tendency 

• Measures of Dispersion 

 

  Reading: Modules 1-6 

 

 

 

Sept. 18  • The Normal Distribution 

  • z-scores 

  • Sampling and Sampling Distribution 

 

  • Problem Set 1 distributed 

 

  Reading: Modules 7-8, 12-13 

 

   

Part II – Inferential Statistics 
 

Sept. 25 • Sampling and Sampling Distribution (cont'd) 

  • Hypothesis Testing: z-tests 

 

  • ** SPSS Lab I, meet in computer lab** 

 

  Reading: Modules 14-16 

 

 

Oct. 2  • Hypothesis Testing: t-tests 

 One-sample t tests 

 Independent sample t-tests 

 Dependent sample t tests 

 

• Problem Set 1 due 

 

 

  Reading: Modules 17-23 
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Oct. 9  • Hypothesis Testing: ANOVA 

• Problem Set 2 distributed 

• Human Subjects (IRB) Certificate Due 

 

  Reading: Modules 24-27 

 
 

Oct. 16  • Hypothesis Testing: chi-square, Elaboration Paradigm 

 Goodness of fit 

 Test of independence 

 

• **SPSS Lab II, meet in computer lab** 

 

  Reading: Modules 30-31 

 

 

Oct. 23  Midterm Examination 

 

• Problem Set 2 due 

 

 

 

Nov. 6  • Correlation and Bivariate Linear Regression  

  

  • Problem Set 3 distributed 

 

  Reading: Modules 34-37 

 

   

  

 

 

  Part IV – Multivariate Techniques 
 

Nov. 13 • Multivariate Linear Regression 

 

Reading: Modules 37-39 

 

 

Nov. 20 (class cancelled - Thursday schedule) 

 

  • Problem Set 3 due 
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Nov. 27 • Multivariate Logistic Regression 

   

  • Problem Set 4 distributed 

 

• **SPSS Lab III, meet in computer lab** 

 

Reading: TBA 

 

 

Dec. 4  • Multivariate Logistic Regression  (cont'd) 

 

  • **SPSS Lab IV, meet in computer lab** 

 

 

Dec. 11 • Review of Multiple Regression 

   

  • **SPSS Lab V, meet in computer lab**  

   

  • Problem Set 4 due 

 

  Reading: Module 40 

    

   

 

Dec. 20 FINAL EXAM (Cumulative) 


