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Project Description

During the 2011 Fall Semester, a talented group of six (4 undergraduate and 2 graduate) Ralph 

W. Voorhees Public Service Fellows will work with Elijah’s Promise to research the potential for 

developing urban agriculture in New Brunswick.  Elijah’s Promise is a community based 

organization in New Brunswick that seeks to alleviate poverty and hunger by providing job 

training, small business development, education, jobs, and services. Students will explore the 

potential to grow and process food in the city, assess the local market to purchase locally grown 

food, and consider how urban agriculture can enhance economic development opportunities by 

identifying models for growing and processing food that are linked to job training, education, 

and entrepreneurial business development.  Students will produce a report and implementation 

plan that includes models from other cities.  

Elijah’s Promise has asked us to: 

1. Explore the potential for urban agriculture in the city of New Brunswick. 

•Where does urban agriculture already happen in the city? (i.e. community gardens, within 

Rutgers University, roofs, in residential yards etc...).  And where might it happen? (i.e. where 

is the open space? roofs? other locations?)

• To do this we will map existing and potential space for urban ag in NB

•What happens to food scraps and waste from institutions, individuals and businesses?  What 

volume of materials is produced?  Could these be directed to compost which is then directed to 

urban agricultural efforts?

• To do this we will talk with food the major institutions and shops to estimate food scrap 

volume.  We will identify existing models for composting elsewhere. 

•How could water be captured and recycled for urban ag?

• To do this we will identify models for capturing and reusing water in urban agriculture.

•How could alternative energy sources extend the growing season?
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• To do this we will identify models for using alternative energy sources to extend the 

growing season.

2. Assess the purchasing power for locally grown food in New Brunswick. 

•How much do NB institutions, businesses, and individuals spend on fresh produce each 

year?  

•If they had access to fresh local produce, would they opt to spend a greater share on fresh 

produce? 

•Identify where food comes from that is sold or eaten in New Brunswick (supermarkets, 

food stores, food pantries and soup kitchens, schools, businesses etc...).   Does it come 

from a terminal market, distributor, local farmer etc...?

•To do this we will talk with the major businesses and institutions to estimate their 

purchasing power.  We will review techniques to estimate residential purchasing power 

and estimate that for NB. 

3. Explore how job training and small business development programs could 

be linked to urban agriculture production, processing, and distribution  

• Identify innovative urban agriculture production, distribution, processing models. 

• What sorts of models exist that link job training and small business development?

• To do this we will research existing models

4. Produce a report and presentation with policy recommendations for New 

Brunswick and a suggested implementation plan.

Ralph W. Voorhees Public Service Fellows. Fall 2011. Urban Agriculture in New Brunswick 3



Meeting Dates and Project Plan

September 2. Introductions and Tour of Elijah’s Promise

! Learn about Elijah’s Promise here http://www.elijahspromise.net/

September 9. Ralph W. Voorhees Center Naming Event 

! 10:00-12:00 Attend the Ralph W. Voorhees Center Naming Event (dress nicely)

September 16. Research

September 23. Research

September 30. Research

October 7. Research

October 14. Research

October 21. Research

October 28. Research

November 4. Final Report and Presentation Development

November 11. Final Report and Presentation Development

November 18. Final Report and Presentation Development

November 25. Thanksgiving

December 2. Presentation Dry Run

December 9. Final Presentation in New Brunswick (10:00-12:00 EJB Room 170)
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Resources 

New Brunswick has an impressive array of high capacity organizations, individuals, and 

businesses that have been working on food, health, and poverty issues for decades.  They have 

already done an extraordinary amount of work and New Brunswick is home to some of the most 

innovative models in the Country.  Here we bring together some of the most recent work that has 

been done in New Brunswick to increase the community’s food security. 

Studies

•Fenyk, Heather. 2011. Draft language on food security for the NB Master Plan. 

•Fitzgerland, Nurgul. 2010. New Brunswick Community Survey: What the Residents Have 

Told Us. Department of Nutritional Sciences. Rutgers University Cooperative Extension New 

Brunswick. 

•Lloyd, Kristen, Ohri-Vachaspati, Punam, Brownlee, Susan, Yedidia, Michael, Gaboda, 

Dorothy, and Chou, Jolene. 2010. New Jersey Childhood Obesity Survey. Chartbook: New 

Brunswick. Rutgers Center for State Health Policy. 

•New Jersey Partnership for Health Kids-New Brunswick: A Strategic Plan to Reduce 

Childhood Obesity 2011-2015.  Healthier New Brunswick. 

•Ohri-Vachaspati, Punam. 2010. The New Jersey Childhood Obesity Study. New Brunswick. 

School BMI Data. Rutgers Center for State Health Policy.

•_____. 2010. The New Jersey Childhood Obesity Study. New Brunswick Food Environment 

Maps. Rutgers Center for State Health Policy. 
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